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FOREWORD. 


The report of the Karachi Sessions of the 
Congress was just ready for print when there 
was fresh fight with the Government in the 
beginning of 1932. The sudden arrest of leaders 
not only upset the arrangements for publication 
of the report but owing to pecular circumstances 
attending the fight, most of the records of the 
report were lost It was with great difficulty 
that whatever was available of the lost material 
was recollected aud consequently many short- 
comings have crept in the report that is now 
being submitted. The Reception Committee 
begs to be excused for these short-comings which 
were due to unforeseen circumstances. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The 45th Sessions of the I, N. Congress was held 
at Karachi under circumstances that were memorable 
and unique. The Gandhi-Irwin Truce had brought to 
a provisional conclusion the first pitched battle between 
the National Congress and the alien Government of 
India, and the Sessions of the Congress was in fact 
a council of war to decide if the Truce provided a 
proper basis for peace. The Weapon of Satyagraha 
had been tried and tested, for the first time, on an 
unprecedented scale, and a new hope filled the Nation 
with the unquestioned success that it had achieved. 
The non-Co-operation Movement of 1921 was acknow- 
ledged by the powers that be, to have come within 
an ace of success ; the Civil Disobedience Compaign 
of 1930 certainly were far beyond it and transcended 
the expectations of the most optimistic of Congress- 
men : it seemed like success itself. Government of 
India felt obliged to hang Khagatsiiigh on the eve 
of the Congress to make its existence felt, while 
never before had a session of the Congress been 
held under circumstances of greater buoyancy and 
confidence, the task of organizing the Congress was 
one of the equally unprecedented difiiculty. The 
General release of Congress Leaders took place only 
a fortnight before the Session was to commence. 
Only a handful of workers had finished their sentences 
a little earlier and those were patriotically supported 
by the entire Mercantile Community of Karachi that 
had stood by the Congress throughout the Campaign 
and made wonderful sacrifices. Thanks to the Karachi 
Municipality and its President who placed the entire 
resources of the Municipality at the disposal of the 
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Sessioii, The reception Committee was formed while 
our comrades were still in prisoii and set to work, 
to complete in a fortnight what usually takes much 
higger towns than Karachi in normal circumstances 
almost the whole year to accomplish. A sum of 
Rs .90 , goo/- was collected in a few days and mean- 
while the best engineering talent in the town was 
harnassed to the Creation of the Harckandrai Nag^ff 
as the Congress Camp was called after the 
first Sind Congress-man who dominated the 1913 
Session of the Congress held in Karachi and who literally 
laid down his life in the services of the country travelling 
to Delhi against the advise of this medical advisers, in 
most precarious health to record his vote against the 
Simon Commission. 

The site chosen for the ISlagar was the large open 
space round the Roubrite factory where now * slowly 
the second Amil Co-operative Colony is rearing its 
head. Hardly a mile from the camp was the Central 
Prison. Three weeks of ceaseless toil of three thousand 
workmen labouring day and night under the directions 
of a hundred men forming different communities 
brought into existence a model township with it^ 
well laid roads, plentiful water-supply, modern 
conservancy, and neat little huts and tents to house 
ten thousand delegates and visitors and a spacious 
stadium to seat fifty thousand persons besides shamanias 
and pandals to house the Subjects Committee, the 
Khadi exhibition and a big Swadeshi Basiaar. 

The sketch of the Nagar is given to scale. 

A structural feature that deserves special mention 
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i, Cv the Stadiittii open to the sky which was entireiy 
a new departure that commended itslf to everybody. 
Happily the plot selected for the Nagar happened ' to 
include the old Roubrite factory enclosure which just 
fitted it with our requirements. The enclosure was 
turned into perhaps the finest and the most comfortable 
habitation in which a Congress Session has ever been 
held. Here under the canopy of the blue sky, on a 
cloth flooring of rich red, green and white, the three 
colours of the national ‘flag, the golden sun sinking 
slaughtered to its resting place in the west, with the 
pale waxing moon rising over -head, the Session 
commenced every evening »while cool soft spring 
breezes carassed the crowd and the artistic picture below 
was completed by mysterious stars rising every 
hour in their age-appointed places. 

Decorations The stadium was artistically 
decorated. Gay tri-colours fluttered over a circular wall 
round the stadium, and the rostrum and the President’s 
dais under a richly decorated canopy were a veritable 
feast of colours. I/ight green pillars, bordering on the 
edges of the various platforms, bore crowds of shaded 
light imparting a cool and subdued glow. Special lights 
illuminated the high-perched rostrum to which the 
speaker rose by a flight of steps, and two powerful 
spot lights, placed at a height of over 30 feet, flooded 
the stadium from two opposite sides. lyoud speakers 
were installed at convenient spaces all over the stadium 
and, thanks to the Chicago Telephone Company of 

Bombay, who were in charge of them, the}^ served 
ej0&ciently throughout the sessions, carrying the voice 
of every speaker distinctly to every nook and corner of 
the stadium, 



Khabdar Abl Round The entire decorations in 
the stadium were of Khaddar : not an inch of swadeshi 
cloth or foreign trinklet was used. Red, green and 
white sheets of Khaddar covered the floor, the platforms, 
and the pillars and posts ; and the soft quilts that 
adorned the presidential dais were also of Khaddar. 
So were the fringes and trappings and other decorative 
material all of Khaddar. And the whole gathering was 
a forest of Gandhi caps. 

VoBUNT^RTOvS The Success that attended the 
organisation of the Session was due very largely to the 
corps of 3000 volunteers including 500 women. Nearly 
600 of these came from Bombay for which our thanks 
are due to the Bombay National Militia and other 
volunteer organizations. We are conscious of the 
difficulties and strain to which the volunteers were 
exposed. Their quarters were the last to be completed 
while they were the first in the field with their trying 
duties. Their uniforms took time to be tailored and 
a large number had to get on with only one suit with 
inadequate washing arrangements, but they bore it all 
cheerfully and maintained tUeir discipline to the last. 

Fkbding Arrangement; — The cleanly kept and well- 
ordered l^itchen and the neat, spacious and comfortable 
dining .hall made an inviting appearance. The variety 
the quality of food was appreciated by those who availed 
themsleves of the feeding arrangements which wero. made 
by A batch of leading Gujarati merchants. 

Drinking-water suppev:— A novel feature of this 
Sessions of the Congress was the arrangement of drinking- 



water supply made by the Shikharpuri Seva Mandal 
from. earl 5 ’‘ morning to late at night the volunteers of the 
mandal supplied water to people visiting the Congress 
Nagar most untiringly and courteously. 

D^mon-strai^ion Lecture; —In order to give an opportuni- 
ty to masses to hear Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders 
an open demonstration was held to which admission was 
made by four annas tickets, about forty thousand people 
attended the demonstration and it proved a great success. 

Conduct of Business: — The introduction may fittingly 
be concluded by a note on the conduct of business 
which, no less than the arrangements above described, 
was a great improvement on most of the previous ses- 
sions. 

Punctually at 6. P. M. the business commenced 
on the three days that the Congress was in sessions, 
each day’s sittings lasting for above 6 hours. Within 
the short space of about 20 hours, a heavy agenda was 
disposed of, including resolutions on such controversial 
subjects as the ratification of the Gandhi- Irwin pact, 
affirming of the Lahore Independence Resolution, the 
Fundamental Rights Resolution and the resolution on 
Sardar Bhagatsingh. This was due in no small measure 
to the business-like habits of mind of Sardar Valabhbhai 
Patel, the President 

Peaceful proceedings:— Another notable feature of the 
business proceedings was their thoroughly peaceful and 
smooth conduct without any scenes of uproarious 
turbulence of untoward incidents. 
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45th INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

Dr. CHOITHRAM P. GIDWANI’S SPEECH 

SisTBR AND Brother Dri,®gaTics, 

# 

It is the proudest privilege of my life to welcome 
yoti to-day on this momentous occasion in the history 
of the National Struggle for Freedom. On behalf of the 
Reception Committee and the people of Sind who have 
eagerly sought this opportunity ever since the Nagpur 
session of 1920, I extend to you a most hearty welcome. 
Eighteen years have passed since Sind was privileged 
to hold a session of the Congress and in that interval 
we have lost two of our foremost public men; Seth 
Harchandrai and Mr. Bhurgri, who were among the 
pioneers who built the Congress tradition in this 
province. Seth Harchandrai, who organized the last 
Karachi Congress, as the chairman of the Reception Com- 
mittee, we proudly recollect as the first martyr, in the 
present campaign that started with the national boycott 
of the Simon Commission, against which he was going 
to register his vote, inspite of the protest 

of his medical advisers, when he met his death. As a 
humble tribute to his memory we have named our hastily 
improvised camp, Harchandrai Nagar. Mr. Ghulam 
Mahomed Bhurgri has been our foremost Muslim Con- 
gressman who always regarded himself an Indian first 
and a Muslim afterwards. No one in our province, 
Hindu or Muslim, had won the confidence of both com- 
mnhities to the extent to which Mr, Bh tit gri did. The 
Souls of Bhurgri and Harchandrai are with us in our 
welcome of you in our midst. 
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We are fully conscious of the defects and short- 
comings in the arrangements that we have been able to 
make for your bare necessities. We seek your indulgence 
in view of the extra-ordinary circumstances in which this 
session is being held. A little more than a fortnight ago, 
most of my comrades and co-workers, who have shoul- 
dered the heavy task of this organization, were prisoners 
of war, and the few who happened to be free, could not 
tell even at the beginning of this month if the Congress 
session would be held at all. And almost on the eve 
of the Congress session came the tragic news of the ex- 
ecution of Bhagat Sing and his comrades which has 
plunged the whole country in sorrow and indignation, 
and which has led ns to abandon even the public entry 
and procession of the President-elect whom Karachi, in 
other circumstances, would have loved to give the gayest 
of welcomes. We have sought rigidly to exclude all 
gaiety frotn out decorations in keeping with the serious- 
ness and solemnity of the occasion. We take comfort 
in the knowledge that we are welcoming comrades-in-arms, 
nearly all of whom have laid all thought of comfort 
aside, and who come to us fresh from the rigorous 
discipline of prison life, added during the last twelve 
months, to their previous records of service and 
sacrifice, and who know full well- especially after the 
indecent hurry with which the executions of Bhagat 
Singh and his comrades have been carried out against 
the unanimous public opinion of the country that 
the sentences may be commuted— that they may be only 
having a brief respite that this truce affords. 

Proud as we are to be your hosts on this historic 
occasion, great is our sorrow that fate has deprived its 



of the impiriiig presence in our midst of that Prince 
among Patriots, the late Pt Motilal ISTehrii, whose 
magnificient sacrifices in the cause of our freedom 
form one of the most glorious chapters in the history 
of that struggle which he led with consummate ability 
and brilliance. His death was hastened by the 
privations and sufferings of jail life which he cheerfully 
embraced at his advanced age, inspite of the precarious 
condition of his health. Pt/Motilal takes his place among 
the immortals of Indian history, Dadabhoy Naoroji, Gopal 
Krishan Gokhale, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Chita Ranjan 
Das and Rajpatrai, whose names will for ever remain a 
priceless treasure for lovers of liberty. It is with a 
heavy heart that Sind offers a special welcome on this 
occasion to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru who unfurled the 
flag of Independence at I^ahore on the midnight of 31st 
December 1929 and who has held it aloft ever since, 
with single minded devotion and reckless courage. 
Death has deprived us also of another great leader, 

Moulana Mahomedali, who also died serving the -nation 
with fearless independence in far off I^ondon, martyr 
to his sense of duty. Karachi witnessed the famous 
trial in 1921 of which Moulana Mahomedali was the 
central figure and Karachi prison never held a more 
distinguished or a more determined foe of foreign 
domination. 

Friends, we are meeting at a critical juncture in 
our history. For twelve months from the March to 
Dandi to the Delhi Truce we have ^really lived. In 

1920-21 we reached a wonderful height of emotional 
exaltation and ten years /later In ^1930-31 that 
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emotioia has been translated by the nation into heroic 
action. During those ten years of probation, there has 
been a steady absorption of the teachings of our great 
souled leader Mahatma Gandhi to whom the world pays 
homage to-day for having successfully evolved a matchless 
weapon that provides for righteous warfare, arighteous 
method. It is nothing short of a New Dispensation in 
which brute force will no longer be the final arbiter in 
human aflfairs gand might will not be acceptable as 
indisputable evidence ■ of Right* Mahatmaji’s message 
is not for India alone. The evolution of that 
technique of Satyagraha in the course of this struggle 
is leading the world to claim the message as its own 
and from far off lands are heard echoes of the great 
message. What sounded like only a creed ten years 
ago at Nagpur, has been proved to be a potent practical 
weapon that claims superiority over steel and demands 
for its effectiveness, its exclusive use relegating old- 
world steel to rust. Undreamt of powers of endurance 
and resistance have been brought out by the exercise 
of this new instrument that brings a new hope to those 
that suffer from oppression and inequity anywhere. 
Indian women, who, the world had been taught to 
believe, were only domestic chattel or Harem toys, have, 
established records of heroism for which history will 
find it dijScult to find a parallel, and even children 
have found a scope in the movement that has acted a 
corrective to a century of denationalizing education. 
Peasants and farmers, to whom British Rule has 
brought only hunger and starvation, have felt the glow 
of freedom and made sacrifices before which the better 
advertised woes of liqiior dealers and foreign cloth 
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merchants pale into insignificance. The nation has 
successfully stood brutal I^athi charges and trampling 
under horses’ hoofs, which are ingeniously described by 
our alien rulers as the exercise of minimum foice, 
leaving it to stagger imagination to conceive what the 
maximum of th^t brutality could achieve. I have no 
doubt that inspite of any misgivings and distrust that 
the more impatient among us may feel, the country 
will continue to follow with an ever increasing stead- 
fastness and courage the path of non-violence chalked 
Out by our illustrious leader- I even venture to hope 
that those fearless patriots who have counted their 
lives as naught in the pursuit of a different path — 
many of whom are unfortunately still in prison cells — 
will, at no distant date, be our comrades in arms, 
enforcing the will of a United Nation wielding this 
invincible weapon that will win Freedom in India and 
Peace for the world. 

It will be a fruitless task to discuss in detail the 
terms of the truce that enabled us to hold this session 
of the Congress, not that there is any need of apolo- 
gizing for them. The critics seem to forget that they are 
terms for a truce and not for a Peace, What has been 
agreed to is a suspension of hostilities and not a ter- 
mination thereof. The Woiking Committee was entirely 
justified in calling truce when they were ‘satisfied that 
our opponents were in a frame of mind for peaceful 
negotiation on honourable terms. There is no other 
way of termination of the struggle at any time, except 
by a successful negotiation. The only question is 
whether the ground has been cleared for a reasonable 



hope of successful uegotiatiou. The history of previous 
efforts of Totd S.eading and Lord Irwin to enter into such 
negotiations with Mahatma Gandhi should amply illustrate 
the determintion of our illustrious leader not to let the 
Congress be drawn into a trap. He declined compromise 
in 1921 when valued co-workers put him down as an 
unpractical blunderer. He declined compromise on the 
eve of the Lahore Congress when equally valued 
colleagues regretted his action. The Yeravada pourparlers 
are ^another instance in point. At Delhi, at last, after 
prolonged conversations, he was convinced and he 
convinced the Working Committee that a change of 
heart was visible. He has surrendered nothing. The 
national resolve stands unaltered. We have met here to 
re-affirm it. While however, I view with no 

misgivings Mahatmajls decision and decision of the 
Working Committee to agree to a truce, I cannot help 
thinking that the Lahore execution represents a grave 
error of judgment on the part of Goverment. Mahatmaji 
agreed to forego the inquiry into Police excesses in order 
that atmosphere may not be vitiated for a peace e ffcrt 
by mutual recrimination. We had a right to expect that 
spirit of comradeship to be reciprocated. But now Govern- 
ment have*made it difficult for us to believe in their desire 
to part with power. The continued detention of the detenus 
who have certainly not been convicted of any crimes of 
violence is also a source of greater discontent than ever, 
l am willing to place implicit faith in Mahatmaji’s leader- 
ship but I must say that signs do not appear . to be 
propitious for the conclusion of an honourable peace that 
would leave us masters in our own home. Britain must 
acknowledge our inherent right to be masters in our own 
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home. She must abandon the insolent theory of trustee- 
ship. agreeing to no longer lecture to minor wards but 
to talk on equal terms to people who are her equals in 
stature and who claim their rightful equality in status* 
All reservations and safeguards must be ruled out if they 
violate that fundamental basis of any honourable 
negotiation. No curtailment of our inherent and inalien- 
able right to manage our own affairs can be accepted 
merely to suit Tory prejudices or vested, interests of 
England. Every safeguard must be in India’s interest. 
The Army of Occupation as such must go and our 
financial administration must be as unfettered as that of 
Britain. England’s management of Indian Finances 
has not been so honourable that she can claim to retain 
control over them even in part, in India s interests^ 

It will be your duty, friends, to discuss these terms 
for peace and issue your instrument of instructions to 
your plenipotentiaries during this session. The funda- 
mentals of our demand have to be stated in explicit terms. 
We have to define the basis of the proposed Federation. 
We can never be content with the dangerous doctrine 
evolved in Eondon, that Federation with ruling princes 
rather than the states, practically on their own terms based 
on no guiding principle, will be the condition of central 
responsibility. Central responsibility is not a mere detail 
of the Indian constitution, the inclusion of which can be 
treated as hypothetical and conditional. It is the essence 
of our demand. In comparison, federation itself is a mere 
detail, being only the form while responsibility is the 
substance of self-government. Federate with the states 
by all means but there must be real recognition of 
common ideals and not merely geographical necessity for 
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federation. The princes in their own Interests will do 
well to take this opportunity of coming into line with 
modern ideals. There are among them rulers who have 
shown enough intelligent anticipation to give grounds 
of hope that they will see that their best interests lie 
in their immediate conversion into constitutional, 
potentates deriving their authority from the will of the 
people. It is only with such States that an India 
entering into a new era of Freedom can federate to any 
advantage, 

I will not encroach on your time any further. 
I have only to add. that all our dreams of immediate 
Freedom will be idle fancies if we do not present a 
united front in the ensuing negotiations, Qur domestic 
issues must be finally disposed of to prevent a 
repetition of the sorry spectacle of the first Round 
Table Conference in Ivondon. Communal adjustments 
will admit of no further delay and we must not go 
to Chequer or Whitehall for the solution. The case for 
all parties has been stated ably, unequivocally and 
authoritatively by properly accredited representatives. 
Repeated restatement and revision of demands will not 
take us any nearer the goal. We will be only going 
round and round the whole problem without ever 
finding a solution. Satisfaction .with status quo is 
ruled out by every community that claims to be 
patriotic. How then, ‘shall we proceed? Arbitration 
may ultimately prove to be the best way. Can we not 
find one man or more men, good and true, iu whom 
Hindus and Moslems, Sikhs and Christians, Parsls and 
Jews and all other sections of the people, who claim 
this country for their motherlandj can place implicit 
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trust for maturity of judgement and impartial outlook, 
state our different cases before them and agree to abide 
their award? 

Friends, I would once again request you to over 
look the numerous deficiencies in the arrangements, we 
have been able to make for your brief stay. We 
have had to run a race against time and complete in 
one month a task never before performed and our 
modest success is due in no small measure to the 
co-operation of the Karachi Municipality under its 
patriotic President, Mr. Jamshed N. R. Mehta, to 
whom I take this oppoi tunity of expressing my 

heartfelt gratitude. The merchants of Karachi have 
also laid us under a debt of gratitude by their whole- 
hearted co-operation. Volunteers, many of them fresh 
from prisons, have spent sleepless nights working 
under tremendous pressure and they will do their 
best to make your brief stay comfortable. I hope that 
some of you will find it possible to stay with us after 
the session is over to see something of our province 
while you are here. Karachi has no ancient associa- 
tions but as a modern city administered on progressive 
lines, and a geographical position that entitles it to be 
the Gateway of India by sea and the air, it is amongst 
the most important cities in the country and the first 
city of the future. Its harbour and its Clifton sands 
stretching ovei miles, and its hot water springs at 
Magar Pir will provide enjoyable outings. Tatta in the 
district is one of India’s most ancient towns that wit- 
nessed Alexander’s invasion and there are ruins of more 
ancient towns that will appeal to the antiquarian. The 
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Moha 3 i- 30 **daro which takes us many a century beyond 
what used to be known as the dive dawn of 
Indian history is only a night's jouri-ey from here. The 
picturesque town of Sukkur with the beautiful island 
temple of Sadha Bela lies the same way. A visit to 
the place is called for also by the Sukkur Barrage, 
round which centre the problems of modern Sind, Four 
hours from here stands Hyderabad, the old capital of 
the Mirs of Sind, and the modern centre of Sindhi 
culture. I extend to you a cordial invitation to stay 
with us and see more of the life of this province where 
twelve centuries of contact have created adjustments and 
understanding between Hindus and Moslems that amount 
almost to a new culture which, I* feel confident, will 
endure and grow, inspite of the ugly reactions of recent 
times. 



45th INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

president’s address 


Friends, 

lyCt me commence my brief address with respectful 
condolences to Shrimati Sarup Rani Nehru, Pandit 
Jawaharlal, and the other members of the family on the 
loss they have sustained in Pandit Motilalji s death. I 
know that their sorrow has been greatly relieved by the 
knowledge that it is shared by a whole nation. 
Motilalji’s help at this juncture was a necessity which 
we all and above all Gandhiji felt whilst ^the delicate 
negotiations in Delhi were going on. This loss came 
upon the nation when the tears had hardly dried over 
the death of Mahomed Ali. Though unfortunately 
the late Maulana had differences with us, his services 
to the country as a great patriot and brave man who 
never concealed what he believed, could never be 
forgotten. I tender my respectful condolences to the 
Begum Saheba, Maulana Shaukat Ali and the whole 
family. And in this connection I would couple those 
nameless heroes who unknown to fame, and never 
for it, laid down their lives in the non-violent struggle 
dtiritig the past twelve months. May their souls rest in 
peace and may their lives chasten us and spurns to 
greater sacrifice and greater effort for the cause for which 
’they died, . , , . 
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The execution of yoxmg Bhagat Singh, Suklidev 
and Rajguru has filled the country with deep resent- 
ment. ' I cannot identify myself with their methods. 
I have no doubt that political murder is no less reprehen- 
sible than any other; but the patriotism, the daring and 
the sacrifice of Bhagat Singh and his comrades command 
my admiration. The heartless and foreign nature of the 
government was never more strikingly demons'trated than 
in their carrying out the executions in the teeth of the all 
but universal demand for the commutation of the death 
sentence. Let us not however be deterred from 
our purpose in a fit of resentment. This insolent 
exhibition of their armed power but adds to the heavy 
indictment against the soulless system and increases our 
capacity for vindicating our position if we would refuse to 
be deflected from the strait and narrow path we have 
chosen. May the souls of the brave patriots rest in 
peace and may their families find comfort in the Let 
that the nation is a sharer in their mourning. 

You have called a simple farmer to the highest 
office to which any Indian can aspire. I am conscious 
that your choice of me as first servant is not so much 
for what little I might have done, but it is the recog- 
nition of the amazing sacrifice made by Gujarat. Out 
of your generosity you have singled out Gujarat for 
the honour. But in truth every province did its utmost 
during the year of the greatest national ’’awakening 
that we have known in modern times. And thanks 
be to God that the awakening was a call to 
self-purification. 

Though there have been aberrations, it is a fac|. 
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beyond challenge that India has given a singular proof 
to the world that mass non-violence is no longer the idle 
dream of a visionary or a mere human longing. It is 
a solid fact capable of infinite possibilities for a 
humanity which is groaning, for want of faith, beneath 
the weight of violence of which it has almost made 
a fetish. The greatest proof that our movement was 
non-violent lies in the fact that the peasants falsified 
the feats of our worst sceptics. They were described 
as very difficult to organise for non-violent sction and 
it is they who stood the test with a bravery and an 
endurance that was beyond -all expectation. Women 
and children too contributed their great share in the 
fight. They responded to the call by instinct and 
played a part which we are too near the event ade- 
quately to measure. And I think it would not be at 
all wrong to *give them the bulk of the credit for 
preservation of non-violence and consequent success 
of the movement. I^ooked at in the light of non- 
violence our struggle is a world struggle and it is 
a matter of great satisfaction that the nations of the 
earth, especially the United States of America have 
heartened us by their sympathy. 

The recent settlement .however renders it unnece- 
ssary to dwell at greater length upon this heroic period 
in the national life. Your Working Committee has 
entered into the Settlement in anticipation of your 
approval. You are now invited formally to endorse 
it. The Committee having accepted it as your accredi* 
ted representatives, it is not, I take it, open to you 
to repudiate it ; but it is open to you to pass a vote 
of no-confidence in the present executive and appoint 
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better agents. But whilst it is but meet that I should 
draw your attention to the constitutional position, I 
have no •doubt whatsoever that you will endorse the 
settlement which I hold to be perfectly honoura- 
ble for both the parties. Had we not accepted the 
settlement we should have put ourselves in the wrong 
and thereby undone the effect of the suffering of 
the past year. Indeed we had always claimed, 
as Satyagrahis must claim, to be ready and eager 
for peace. When therefore the way seemed to be open 
for peace, we took it. In view of the clear demand on 
the part of the « British Indian Delegation at the Round 
Table Conference for full responsibility, and in view of 
the British parties having accepted the position and in 
view of the appeal made to the Congress by the Premier, 
the Viceroy and many\of our distinguished countrymen, 
the Working Committee thought that if an honourable 
truce could be arranged and if it was open to the Congress 
to press without any reservation for what it considered 
to be the best for the country, the Congress should, if 
invited, take part iu the Conference and attempt to reach 
an agreed solution of the constitutional issue. If we 
failed in the attempt and there was no way open but that 
of suffering, then it was a privilege of which no power 
on earth could deprive us. Under the constitution clause 
of the Settlement it is open to us to press for Puma 
Swaraj, to ask for complete control over our defence 
forces, foreign affairs, finance, fiscal policy and the like. 
There would be safeguards or reservations, or as the late 
Pandit Motilal called them, adjustments, conceived in 
our own interest. When power passes from one to 
tht other by agreement there are always safeguards in 
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the interest of the party in need of reparation or help. 
The continued exploitation of India for close on two 
centuries renders it necessary for us to seek assistance 
in several respects from external sources. This we would 
gladly take from Britain, if she is willing to give. Thus 
we would need military skill and there is no reason why 
we may not receive English assistance in this direction, 

I have taken only one telling illustration out of others 
that may be suggested. The defence safeguard may 
therefore be the retention of British t officers, or, as some 
would say, even privates ; but we could never let our 
defence be controlled by the British. We must have 
the full power to make mistakes. We may gratefully 
receive British advice; never dictation. The fact is that 
the British army in India is an army of occupation. 
Defence is a misnomer. Frankly, the army is for defend- 
ing British interests and British men and women against 
any internal uprising. I cannot recall a single instance 
in which the Indian army Vf as required for“the protection 
of India to fight a foreign power. True, there have been 
expeditions on the Frontier, wars with Afghanistan. 
British historians have taught us that there were wars 
more of aggression rather than of < defence. We must 
not therefore be frightened by the bogey of foreign 
designs upon India. In my opinion if we need an army, 
we certainly do not need the octopus we are daily 
bleeding to support. If the Congress has its way, the 
army will suffer immediate reduction to its desirable 
proportion,' 

Nor can we divide financial control with the British 
Oovernment. The uatioia cannot grow to its full height 



le 


if it has not exclusive control over its finance. 

Again we have been taught to think that our civil 
administration will be inefficient and corrupt if we give 
the able assistance of highly paid British civilians. 
The administrative ^"powers that the Congress has 
exhibited during recent years [and the fact of its 
having on an ever-increasing scale drawn to its assistance 
some of the best young men *and women either without 
pay or on a mere pittance should sufficiently dispose of 
the fear of corruption or inefficiency. It would be too 
great a strain upon our poor purse to have to pay by 
way of insurance against corruption a premium out of 
all proportion to the highest possible estimate of cor- 
ruption that may ever take place. It will therefore 
be necessary, if India is to come to her own to demand 
a heavy reduction in the Civil Service expenditure and 
thus a consequent reduction in the emoluments of the 
Civil Service, 

We have claimed that many of the charges laid 
upon India are wholly unjust. We have never 
suggested repudiation of a single obligation, but we have 
asked and must continue to ask, for an impartial 
investigatich into the debits against us wherever we 
cannot agree. 

There is no receding from the Lahore resolution 
of Complete Independence. This independence does not 
mean, was not intended to mean, a churlish refusal to 
associate with Britain or any other power. Independence 
therefore does not include the possibility of equal 
partnership for mutual benefit and dissolvable at the 
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will of either party. If India is to reach her indepen- 
dence through consultation and agreement, it is reason- 
able to suppose that there will be British association- 
I am aware that there is a stiong body of opinion in 
the country to the effect that before a partnership could 
possibly be conceived, there must be a period of complete 
dissociation. I do not belong to that school. It is, 
as I think, a sign of weakness and of disbelief in 
human nature. 

Federation is a fascinating idea. But it introduces 
new embarrassments. Princes will not listen to severance. 
But if they will come in the true spirit it will be a 
great gain. Their association must not be to impede 
the progress of democracy. I hope therefore, that they 
will not take up an uncompromising attitude that may 
be wholly inconsistent with the spirit 'of freedom. I 
wish they would without any pressure give us an 
earnest of their desire to march abreast of the time- 
spirit. Surely the fundamental rights of their subjects 
should be guaranteed as of the rest of the inhabitants 
of India. All the inhabitants of Federal India should 
enjoy some common elementary rights, there must be 
a common court to give relief from any encroachment 
upon them. Nor can it be too much to expect that 
the subjects of the states should be to an extent directly 
represented on the federal legislature. 

As regards Burma, press censorship has rendered 
it impossible for us to know the true situation there. 
Whether Burma should be separate from India or 
should be part of a Free India is for the Burmese 
alone to decide. But it is our concern, indeed it is the 
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wotld’s concern, to see that all sides are heard. It is 
well-known that there is a unionist party in Burma. 
It is as much entitled to freedom of opinion as the 
separatists. If therefore the information given to the 
Congress that unionist opinion is strangled, be true, the 
injustice must be resisted. The proposition that there 
should be a referendum of Burmese opinion seems to 
be eminently reasonable. 

But before all else conies the question - of Hindu- 
Muslim or rather communal unity. The position of the 
Congress was defined at Lahore, Let me recite the 
resolution here: 

*Tn view of the lapse of the Nehru Report it is un- 
necessary to declare the policy of the Congress re- 
garding, communal questions, the Congress believing that 
in an independent India, communal questions can only 
be solved on strictly national lines. But as the Sikhs 
in particular and Muslims and other minorities in 
general had expressed dissatisfaction over the solution 
of the tcommunal question proposed in the Nehru 
Report, this Congress assures the Sikhs, Muslims and 
other minorities that no solution thereof in any future 
constitution, can be acceptable to the Congress, that 
does not give full satisfaction to the parties concerned.’' 

Therefore the Congress can be no party to any 
constitution which does not contain a solution of the 
communal question that is not designed to satisfy the 
respective parties. As a Hindu I would adopt my 
predecessor’s formula and present the minorities with 
a Swadeshi fountain pen and paper and let them write 
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out their demands. And I should endorse them, I 
know that it is the quickest method. But it requires 
courage on the part of the Hindus. What we want is 
a heart unity, not patched up paper-unity that will 
break under the slightest strain. That unity can only 
come when the majority takes courage in both the 
hands and is prepared to change places with the 
minority. This would be the highest wisdom. Whether 
the unity is reached that way or any other, it is 
becoming plainer day after day that it is useless to 
attend any conference unless that unity is achieved. 
The Conference can give us an agreement between the 
British and us, it can perhaps help us to come nearer 
to the Princes; but it cau never enable us to achieve 
unity. That must be hammered into shape by our- 
selves. The Congress must leave no stone unturned to 
realise this much- desired end. 

» 

It must be clear to all of us that the Congress 
can be useful for attaining Puma Swaraj only to the 
extent that it has gained power. The past twelve 
months have undoubtedly given it a power which he, 
who runs, may see. But it is not enough and can be 
easily frittered away by hasty action or by pride. He 
is a spendthrift who lives on his capital. We must 
therefore add to our power. One way to do so is on 
our part to fulfil to the letter the conditions of the 
Settlenieat The other is to consolidate our gains, 
r therefore propose to devote a few lines to this part 
of our activity. 

We have made much headway in the matter of 
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the boycott of foreign cloth. It is a right as well as 
a duty. Without it, the impoverished millions of 
India must continue to starve. For if cheap foreign 
cloth continues to be dumped down in the villages 
of India, the Charkha cannot flourish. Foreign cloth 
must therefore be banished from the land. It is dear 
even if it could be obtained free. The millions who 
starve, do so not because there is not enough in the 
land, but because they have no work during the 
off season. It is therefore want of easy employment 
in their own villages that leads to starvation* Incessant 
propaganda is necessary to rid the country of chronic 
unemployment which has become second nature with 
our peasantry. The best Propaganda is to do 
sacrificial spinning ottrselves and wear Khadi. 
The All-India Spinners’ Association has done 
much valuable work. But it is for the Congress to 
create the spinning and the Khaddar atmosphere* 
This to ray mind is the best and the most effective 
propaganda of Boycott. 

It has been suggested that the argument against 
foreign cloth applies to indigenous mill ‘'cloth. This 
is true to an extent. But our mills do not produce 
all the cloth we need. For 3?'ears to come they may 
continue to supply the balance that may be required 
over and above hand-spun cloth. But even our mills 
may prove a hindrance, if they compete with Khaddar 
or resort to questionable devices to push their wares. 
Fortunately many mills are patriotically working in 
co-operation with the Congress and are beginning to 
appreciate the virtue of Khaddar in the interest of 
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the toiliug mtllions. But I .can certainly say that if 
our mills iinpatrioticaliy hurt Khaddar instead of 
complimenting it, they must face an opposition 
somewhat similar to that against foreign cloth. 

The foreign cloth merchants will do well to 
beat the Congress attitude in mind in this regard. 
Foreign cloth boycott is a permanent thing i^not conceived 
as a political weapon but as an economic and social 
measure of permanent value for the welfare of the 
masses. These merchants, therefore, if they will look 
into the future and think of their country, will do 
well to give up their foreign cloth trade. EV^erything 
possible is being done to help them but some very 
big sacrifice^ on their part is essential. 

English, Japanese and other foreign merchants 
will, I hope, not misunderstand the Congress attitude. 
If they will help India they will deny themselves the 
Indian trade in foreign cloth. They have other markets 
and other enterprises. 

This brings me to picketing. This has not been 
and cannot be given up. I give below the relevant 
clause of the Settlement: 

/‘ Picketing shall be unaggressive and it shall not 
involve coercion, intimidation, restraint, hostile 
demonstration, obstruction to the public, or any offence 
under the ordinary law; and if and when any of these 
methods is employed in any place, the practice of 
picketing in that place will be siaspended,'* 
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Picketing is a common law right* But you will 
observe that within the limits prescribed it is not oii?y 
inoffensive but highly educative. Its function is gentle 
persuasion, never coercion or violent restraint on liberty. 

I use the adjective ‘violent* advisedly. The restraining 
force of public opinion there always will be. It is 
healthy, elevating and conducive to the growth of liberty 
as distinguished fro n licence. Non-violent picketing is 
designed to create public opinion, an atiiosphere which 
should become irresistible. This can best be carried on 
by women. I hope therefore that they will continue 
the marvellous work begun by them and earn the 
eternal gratitude of the nation and, what ns more, the 
blessings of the starving millions. 

In this connection let me say a few words regard- 
ing boycott of British goods. This idea is almost as 
old as the Congress. We know that after the advent 
of Gandhiji on the political platform, boycott of British 
goods was replaced by that of foreign not only British 
cloth. He interpreted it in terms ot economics and 
social uplift, whereas the boycott of the British goods 
as such is a political and punitive measure. This was 
effectively employed during the recent hurricane campaign. 
Now that there is at least temporary peace, and we 
seek to reach our goal through consultation and conference, 
we must withdraw the political weapon. We cannot be 
sitting at the friendly conference table and outside 
making designs to hurt British interests. Whilst there- 
fore, we must for the time-being withdraw British goods* 
boycott, we must intensify Swadeshi which is the 
birth-right of every nation. Whatever we produce in our 
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country we must encourage to the exclusion of foreign 
whether British or other. This Is the condition of 
national growth. Thus we ‘must encourage and carry 
on intensive propaganda ou behalf of indigenous insurance 
companies, banking, shipping and *the like. We may 
not belittle or neglect them [on the ground of their 
inferiority^ or dearness. Only hy wide use and helpful 
criticism may we make them cheaper and better. 

There is much loose talk about equality of treatment. 
What is equality of treatment between the strong and 
the weak, between giant and dwarf, between elephant, 
and ant ! If Tord Inchcape with his fabulous wealth 
and resources claimed equal rights with Seth Narotam 
Morarjf of lamented memory, it would be a travesty of 
equality. It will be time enough to talk of equality of 
treatment after Narotamdas’s successors have made some 
little approach to Tord Inchcape’s resources. Equality of 
treatment in the case of hopeless unequals ought to mean 
raising the less favoured upto the level of the most 
favoured. Thus equality of treatment for suppressed 
classes on the part of the so-called superior classes means 
raising the former to the latter’s level ; the latter sacrific- 
ing their substance and stooping to conquer. In relation 
to the British we have hitherto occupied a position in 
some respects lower even than the suppressed classes. 
Protection of Indian industries and enterprise to the 
exclusion of British or foreign, is a condition of our 
national existence even under a state of partnership. 
Protection within even the British Commonwealth is 
no new-fangled notion. It is in vogue in the Domi- 
nions to the extent necessary for their growth, 
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Just as boycott of foreign cloth is an economic 
necessity for the sake of the starving millions, boycott 
of intoxicating drink and drugs is a necessity for the 
moral welfare of the nation. The idea of total Prohibi- 
tion was born before its political effect was thought of. 
The Congress conceived it as a measure of self-puti- 
fication* Eveudf the Government earmarked the revenue 
from this traffic for purely Prohibition purposes, our 
picketing of these shops would continue, no doubt 
subject to the same severe restrictions as in the case of 
foreign cloth. I invite the Government during the 
transition stage to anticipate the verdict of the national 
legislature and merely tolerate picketings of the two 
things, foreign cloth and drugs, but make, if they will, 
common cause with the nation. But whether they 
will or no, we cannot rest still so long as there is a 
yard of foreign cloth entering the country or a single li- 
quor-shop corrupting our misguided countrymen. 

One word regarding salt. The salt raid must stop. 
Defiance of salt laws for the sake of civil disobedience 
must stop. But the poor, living in the neighbourhood 
of salt areas, are free to make and sell salt within that 
neighbourhood. The Salt Tax is not gone, it is true. 
In view of the likelihood of the Congress participating 
in the Conference we may not press for the immediate 
repeal of the tax which is bound to come .very soon. 
But the poorest on whose behalf the [campaign was 
undertaken, are now virtually free from the tax. I hope 
that no traders will seek to take an undue advantage of 
the relaxation. 




The arrival of Sirdar Valabhbhi Patel, President of the K’ftvju'hi 
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The foregoing perhaps shojirs you how uninterested 
I am in many things that interest the intelligentsia, I 
am not interested in loaves and fishes, or legislative 
honours:* The peasantry do not understand them, -they 
are little affected by them. I believe that Gandhiji’s 
eleven points mean the substance of Swaraj That 
which does not satisfy them is no Swaraj. Whilst I 
would respect the rights of landlords, rajas, maharajas 
and others to the extent, that they do not hurt the 
sweating millions, my interest lies in helping the 
downtrodden to rise from their state and be on a level 
with the tallest in the land. Thank God the gospel of 
Truth and Non-Violence has given these an inkling of 
their- dignity and the power they possess. Much still 
remains to be done. But let us make up our minds 
that we exist for them, not they for us. Lee us shed 
*our petty rivalries and jealousies, feuds^nd let eveyone 
realise that the Congress represents and exists for the 
toiling millions and it will become -an irresistible power 
working not for greed or power but for the sake of 
common humanity. 

There is one part of the constructive programme 
which I have not dealt with already; that is the all 
important work of removing untouchability. It is no 
use tinkering with the problem. The recent heroic 
struggle on the part of the nation would have been 
more glorious if Hindus had purged Hinduism of this 
evil. But heroism or glory apart, no Swaraj would be 
worth having without this supreme act of self-purification, 
and even if Swaraj is won whilst this stain continues 
to blacken Hinduism, it would be as insecure as a Swaraj 
without a complete boycott of foreign cloth, 
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In conclusion I may not forget oiir 'brethren overseas. 
Their lot in South Africa, in East Africa and in the 
other parts of the u'orld is still hanging in the balance, 
Deenabandhu Andrews is happily in South Africa 
helping our countrymen* Pandit Hridaya ISTath Funzrit 
has specialised in the Indian question in East Africa. 
The only consolation the Congress can give, is to assure 
them of its sympathy. They know that their lot must 
automatically improve to the extent that we approach 
our goal. In your name I would appeal to the 
Governments concerned to treat with consideration the 
members of a nation which is bound at a very early 
date to enter upon her heritage and which means ill to 
no nation on earth. We ask them to extend to our 
nationals the ^same treatment they would have us, 
when we are free, to extend to theirs. This is surely 
not asking too much* 

I invite you to conduct your proceedings, over 
which you have -asked me to preside, in a manner 
befitting the grave occasion at which we have -met. 
Differences of opinion are bound to exist; but I trust 
that every one here will [co-operate to make : our 
deliberations dignified and conducive to the attainment 
of our goal. 


AMDS 



THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

' j St day of the 45lh* Sessioiia. . : : 



It was the 29th. of March at last. After 3 weeks 
of hectic feeling and feverish activits^ and of admirable 
Co-operation and team-work, the day, glorious Sunday, 
had arrived on which was to commence the open sessions 
of the memorable Congress to which 3 S 0 million souls 
in the country and their friends as well as their foes 
all over the world had, looked forward eagerly, perhaps 
anxiously. Long before the appointed hour, delegates, 
visitors and Receition Committee niembers, in their white 
spotless khadij began to pour into the stadium in their 
thousands through their- respectiye gateSf till by 6““0 n. m., 
the stadium looked like a ■ foam-peaked sea of human 
faces, swelling and heaving endlessly. 

At 6-0 M., punctually to a iiiinute, Sardat Valla- 

bhai Patel, the Hero of Bardoli and President-elect of the 
Congress, was ushered into the stadium and conducted 
to the dais, accompanied by Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, Pandit Jawaharlal ISlehru, Dr. 
Ansari and other distinguished leadets, with two big 
national tri-colours carried by two captains of volunteers 
heading the procession, and a bag- pipe band, brought by 
Khan Abdul Ghafar Khan playing all along the route, 
bringing up the rear. A number of cameras clicked as 
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the party reached the dais aud were about to take their 
seatSa 

The proceedings commenced milh the f 
slsnding, of the Indkn National Anthem, 
fweet wilcome-song by some lady vototeers and another 

by a nninber of male voliititeers. 

At 6-45 p. M. Dr. Choithram P. GidWani, as the 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, delivered is 
address in Hindi (an English rendering of speech is ere- 

with attached-in the beginning) fiom 

shing at 7-15 p. m. He then proceeded Sar 

Vallabhbhai with the badge and insignia of tne P^ide^ 
who was subsequently garlanded by him as well as by 
Mr. R. K. Sidhwa, one of the General Secretaries o 
Reception Committee. 


President’s Address. 

Satdar Vallabhbhai, then mounting the rostrum 

rnmmenced at 7-20 p. m. his presidential address in 
ZSTd Wished U cts^ CM. The speech W.S 
remarkable for its lucidity, vigour and directness, an 
outlined in brief tbe main problems that the Sessions ^ 
to consider. (An English rendering of the address is 
attacbed in the beginning). 

Messages from wide. 

Babu Sriprakash then read the variouB messages of 
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goodwill aud sympathy received by the Congress from 
some distinguished persons and associations in the 
country and abroad regretting their inability to 
attend the Sessions, but all Iwishing the Congress every 
success in its deliberations and speedy attainment of its 
goal. Never before had the Congress received messages 
and expressions of such sincere appreciation and gratifica- 
tion from so wide a range of sympathisers and friends all 
over the world. (A brief resume of the messages is 
attached ; vide Appendix A.) 
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Condolence Resolnlion, 

2, Sardar Vallabhai Patel moved the following 
Condolence x'esolution from the Chair which was passed 
Unanimously, all standing: — 

“This Congress places on record its deep sorrow 
on the death of Pandit Motilal Nehru, Maulana 
Mahomedali, Moulvi Mazbarnl Haq, Shri Rewa Shan- 
kar Javeri and the unknown heroevS and heroines who 
died during the recent struggle, and tenders respectful 
condolence to the families of the deceased and assures 
them that the whole nation shares their grief/’ 

Release of Political Prisoners. 

3. The 3rd resolution relating to the release of 
Political prisoners was also moved from the Chair and 
passed nem con. It read as under 

“This Congress is emphatically of opinion that if 
the object of the settlement between the Government 
and the Congress is the promotion of goodwill between 
Great Britain and India and if the settlement is an 
earnest of Great Britain’s determination to part with 
power, the Government should release all political 
prisoners and detenus though not covered by the settle* 
ment and remove all political disabilities iiiiposed by 
the Government on Indians on account of their politi- 
cal opinions or acts. 

This Congress reminds the Goxrernmeiit that if 
they will respond to this resolution they will 
somewhat allay the>trong“public resentment that has 
been roused by the recent executions,” 



Conimunal Eiols iii Cawnpore, 

4 . The fourth resolution, also moved '' from the' 
Chair, was passed Unanimously,, all standing, .It ran 
.'.as ''under: — 

Congress deplores the comnmnai strife that 
is going on in Cawnpore and that has resulted in a 
large number of deaths and even a larger number 
injured. The Congress tenders its respectful sympathy 
to the families of the deceased and the injured. The 
Congress notes with deep grief the news of the death 
during the strife of Sjt,. Ganesh Shanker Vidyarthi, 
President. U, P. P. C. C. who was one of the most 
selfless among national workers and who, by his freedom 
from communal bias had endeared himself to all parties 
and communities. Whilst tendering condolence to the 
family of the deceased the Congress notes with pride 
that a prominent worker of the first rank was [found 
sacrificing his precious life in the attempt to rescue 
those in danger and restore peace and sanity in the 
midst of strife and insanity. The Congress asks all 
concerned to utilize this noble sacrifice for promoting 
peace and never for vengeance and to that end ap- 
points a committee to discover the causes of the 
tension and to take such measitresJIas may be necessary 

to heal the breach and- to prevent the poison from 
spreading to the adjoining areas and. districts* ;; 

Committee, 

Syt, Fiirshottamdas .Tandon. 

Khwaja. Abdul Majid, 

Syt, T. A, K, Sherwani, 
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Syt. Zafurul Mtilk, 

Pundit Sunderlal, 

With Dr. Bhagwandas as Chairman/* 

Execution of Bhagatsingh 

5. The following Resolution No. 2 regarding the 
Execution, of Bhagatsingh and his comrades, was then 
taken up. This was moved by Pundit Jawaharlal 
Nehru who was loudly cheered and who spoke on it in 
Hindi. 

“This Congress while dissociating itself from and 
disapproving of political violence in any shape or form, places 
on record its admiration of the bravery and sacrifice of 
the late Sardar Bbagat Singh and his comrades Syts. 
Sukhdev and Rajguru and mourns with the bereaved 
families the loss of these lives. This Congress is of 
opinion that 'this triple execution is an act of wanton 
vengeance and is a deliberate flouting of the unanimous 
demand of the nation for commutation. This 
Congress is further of opinion that Government have 
lost the golden opportunity of promoting goodwill 
between the two nations, admittedly held to be 

essential at this juncture, and of winning over to the 
method of peace the party which being driven to 
despair resorts to political violence,** 



Pandit Jhavarlal’s speech in Hindi. 
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^55 1^ ^ ^55 ^ T%^ 

srif i ^ gJiTT^ «« T% Brii% ^ 

^ ginir?: | % ?e ^ 

jf t ^fk ¥ft g?f«n ^T 

1 fir fli%R flnirT | ^ 

%T 5ifTr%g ?n 'ckir % t%^ ^ if strt 

?TT ^rkrisr it jstT'd 

I 1 ^%^ %’3K ^ ^ti^T slcl UT cru I'll f|:?lf5rT 

I 5rT<?^ ^ttr ^Tir?: ^ 

IIT^ cT^ iTt ^ cTKftE ir UTTlSr 1 11 



^ I w1%iT 

%T 5:iT I f% ^T ?:?TCT 5^TS4 ¥?# ^ 

3;’7^: qf ?:iT I, =cra % ?f| t 

’cisfi qfcTT I, ^fw?i m qjra ^sr q?: qf * 1 ^ 1 1 

1% %Tr{r 41 sr# fqsrm, fsr q^lxM q?t ^3ir% 
1^ qf gqifeq qq? qi ic ^qxr q?! 
qqiiftgfi =qTr?^ qi qjWH % ^iq 4 q?t3pi 

5Bqq ^ qiTlTT4^q#^«S^?^q5Xl % qf \^- 
^?rq g% %T qqi qr fq» 

q»?:?rT t srq % sif^ % q^ sqqt: ^t| I iq ^q dr^Jf 

qj) qq> ^TSTci %Tq| |, srir ^q 

t% 55 ^ ^ snqi^ q^ qq^^f3 i3?rT«r 
qif qq^STT f^?:T ^ fqqj^TT, f^qiq ^ qqj 

qr^^q 5^q%Tqt I, 4^ %?iq 4 ^qq 
I I ^qi ^ q^ixmi ^€Tfq WR qx^ q^f^q 
?qj|l^ I f qft. =eq q^ w4lq q'^^q^ I qqj 

=B^qT ^srgq gwT w4t ^Rg5C% !!i^?:qxqj s^q'x: 

wtI I, wxq !9rq iPirqM 4 q?f% %f4 t% ^ 
gf^^rq ^qx %t I, ixx^fq^ ^ ^x% m 
Tf) I, wiq fq^^^ qxqsr %x ^ I, ^qqi 4 q# srxqx 
ftj iqqqx |, qqxt'# qxqff % tq ^qo3q 

«x5t, ^xqg^: 4 Wff %q^ciTx^# qf^ixx tiqj^ 

fq^ixqf qft jqq?: fqg^ |. ^qqs) ® 5 T qir qqx ql 

q^f |. qq^*^ xou ^Exxq^ |. ic qrK iix^x k 

^Tq% q^ixi f^nxqf kt 'nj^ ^qcr) m I 1 



5T^', STflt ^ ffllX T%?J^ WITH 

ITT^, 3r*!f R ^lfe?Tt xTcflf, STTfssjf w?:?=rf, ^ «?t, 

ww?: ^ =Er^l si^ trisTTg^ ^ rt^oT 

cTT f ^T TflfeiTT I?f^ TT^ fl ST^ 5r\ #f 

3ini Tirfej?! gri! ^ ^if 

<?;(# ^ 55 - 1 : ^ sr??: <151 *t| ’wtst ^^q'T 

I % ^Tqqfli? ^T qiR ^ ^ ^t i|5IT |, 

57qqfli^ 55T qm qqi^tqq ii?T>: 5:?sr?rT I sira 

¥fqqfe? cjito %t I, fik qk q;i qq^arr 
qra ^rrqqT I ^ttst sr stc ^ qm q>t ^=qf % ?^q»^ 
I;t| qsff I, ¥rqqf|Ti qqi qi ! q? qqj qlsfqiq 
sff^T qr ^ fsr^ qrm q^ qi qq; 

%T5TT qt qil%T ST?^ qi iTin qf^ fqqqi^ qq 

qqr qta:^^T^ ^ qqj qnq %5i qt 1 

g<!5K ^ gT?l[€r ql qra ^ ^rf^T q^?: iTiqi 

qr q^ 5t:rq ^ qq» srq'), ^kt qisft 

^T ifrqTq i=rT^ I fq | T% SOTlf^q ^ fq qJTq 
q;^, iq s[it^ qjtqq qJ^ l?:«?qj qjrf^iq qj'c^ I, fq 
qfl T%qq? qjtf^q q¥ q q>5 qqT\ ^ Wfq% 
srqTt sTKft I q^qi qqqf%s qft ^ 55qj ^ 

q# fq% jqiffq ^ q^ftqjf %Tf ^ qT)q?f ^ 

5?:i| q;l I wra qt iq qft qJT^qtf^ qi^^lwisriq 

fee :qTf?q % eirq% fee ^qjT^ t irra "^^sEiq ^ 
iq^ fqr fe^sTT I fe iq qqqfef %mf^ % qet^ ^ 
WSIlfr I ^feq ^q qq^'t qiT^et ^ 5=fTqq fee^q^f^ % 


^51 wsrif ^ fe?: I ^T?fl | 

^ g-5^^ ^ 3q-T?^l it 

W^I«r?f ^ ir Try ^?;rt =^rf^ >£IT 55^% ^T<f % 
qfm ?;^^T5r iT'fTsrcr Jf «Kfr ^ 

!T#, ^^t| ST# it, ’^L 5r# 13IT 

^?r^i?:Tq' fiT ^'tfl^?! T% gr^TcT^ ?€ 

^ mgsft ^ g^T^ €t gsril *i€f 

^1 ?rfr ^TifT % rhcHt ^^Stctt 11 

^ ^ ^TTcfT sri t^T %I =^^C.T 
1 1 '3:5K ^51 'cii ^«R grrsiT m ^ 53^1 ^'t^jt 

sTtJTTn «ri 35 ^ % Ir di^tf ^ ^’^rfsT?!?! 

^'t I 5^^ I ¥r»i^^ situ mm ?cisit 
3r^i?T qr=i: 1 I cit % 

T% ^ ^ ?ti^K 5!# ^5TT ??T i 

^TStTcri^f ¥TRT5r^ I 

'eri; ^cT eft qi I f% wi i:?iw % ^ 

^5ET^T f f Il^T 5Tk ?ff 3JrR! gf STRT t 

wm fJ? I T% ¥Relf^ ^ et^^iC 5IC ER R^T 

I, efirr rt?^ ^iOTU ^ l g^gf 
g#rc RR I I 



fllf 5l*lo R gl 

"?*) I ^=£*^1 R mu I 

I fe ^fijiRT tarff ?5TtJ<i; ;.,• 

*il gw^ *rr^ f.€5^ t fe ’cti*?’? 

«IT ^T g*?l> gr *fl1 §11 

§5^ R?Eai^ 5R «ll 

|3I5?^'I gH gT«^<|j I %^'t5T 4t 

£}§ mm si%: ^ ^Ef^e greRri# €r 

c" 'V* ■ '< 4 ^c-vTi I fe §« mi 

k sTgl I §?i% si^ ?si ^ 

*i§f ??« i^isrr ?!«i f:® gsm «?:% k fm\ 1 

fsf 5Rri5i ?:§f m mt cl | fe ihict f^iT amw 
% 3tI?: c|qi Stj5§ |?T 9BC % feT 'aSIRT 

% m !*■ qcrat % sEf % fi? t st 
g^I IT '!It'i t f% lU 5fRT5rfi?f 3lk ici- 

^ wit| 6 # gfict'K I §w ^ k fici^ 

are® ^ 3S5IW c§ % I ^ 1 ? a> ?i!iii mi% | 

% »Tt”TgTd % fiT 3Tq% gs^ii # airafsf srt? «ci C4«|[ 
1!5% ¥ft gt55^ 3?lc §irq^ mi m- 

siH^Tl ^SET IT 'RS CIC |t»II ^%ST Sliq *!T«: f4 

aiiq fqi sir c? I 5»?q giq% CR^gif I 

m cjqtsr I % w*icif%i k %% qqi 

feqf S^C fq ^»To^5 4t f^ciqt ?33!i3 mk | ^ 

3i}q«t qi^p 1 ^ ^qr % 3131? ^iiisa ^ qi 

?CT qiqj ^c ^qf itq %? 

CT^ 3iq €tt ^qqil f§ ^3»| «qq- 



^ fi3r?r I ^ 

t Hii»i3f%5 «r ’ci^ar i # 

m sTf'^ tif f^^il twa^r f3Tr AT if^ m 

’Hflir ?ifi^ I iqgli oc-^i 591155 

^ f«i srsisrt f3[??i ii(pgf>5ft # ^ 

SIT^t ^ I %.A {^3% ^TX% nit^f 1^ f # 
^cfit ^ q:?K 

%# qY 5aw 31 [tI q n5tJi.^ ^1 f’s^ 

3»fs[5C ^ffjsT^ f!i; q| ^sir f a 

A.m lY seif t aili: ff I ^ qfifw qpsfrW 

f^^55it I qr# 3if|;aT ^ ?:if 1 sf;0 ast^a 
1^# *Y t % ^ ^ ^eff I fm ^Y cti 

% ^ # siiai^ 3?n? !a#5iY! a:R% 

#3r ^ 3*1 ^ 3iT3ni qiY ^ I ^ 

?ciq% ^ ^3% % sqT^r 15C!| q>Y qra 

% ^ grqqY tiq I srk itTH erq I % 

fJt arriiT^ q^Y fk^ q^Yq % % 

qq*3 q»^ aiw *i55t q^ q;^ ^ 

I fii ?Raf q ^ sRw ^ t m q^ 
qc I’ qqfi qqf q;3^ t q^d ^ 3f*ft q^tsif 

qt qt^ q^f %qT I qq ci^ar fqiY ^sasife 

qf* qiq5cqiq> t gs^ *i qqisY avrqiqift 

¥n?f q*: w«f iw qstqr q»^ qj ^ % *Fnt 

w| qq q^qn: «k 1 ^ wn k ^ anqqr 

t # q??l? % gsqj 



\ 8ra??J>I ^T ?5r % f^lW ^T.^1 t ^ 

•*• a»f % 3?qt!5t 

I?iV ^ 53ll!Ff fe % 

srafjfm ^ sifil ^53 ^if 41 
t m >i^55r ^5r ^K I' ?55^ ’SI'S 

R t ff» f ir ^rsaif^ ^a? ar^sn I !i??rTW 

it t 3 t»i^ 3fnj ?tr jpit t ^ 3iri 
sTOf^m k %r slu ^JTsr % I mtt kii 

M?E5t! 3i^c?fT5c i fH i!?! Wfai arsf ^fr- 
mJ t t’f* 1 ^® wiffid^ia 4 ^TTfc 

I fe 3:3 ^ 53 md 3im aiq^ gsn^i ^amt 

^5jT t at ?n'E 4 m«i q^nt 

stir: ira^ sRT qii:ar t ^ ^tu ^fsilf. sarq^ 

I « a? ala ajitaia % siw aaff k i^arrq; arqat 
jf araai aa fiia? t at ? 5 i ^^^sira k a»t aar 
’ aa^a % af a'taiat I ailc aara at I aa ?fl 55*% 
araj^ qa a% %’ at aqs R aaia a^ ast I a 
gnsft ^a% qaia a4t I’ aiatat fanci ^aq?* 
gai(t ^grf t 5 * 1 ^ ®fil gs^'t sira aa'tsit aai 
l|3iT sna gaa 4t aapc 3rfa*t t, ?fi grrar^ 

4 fe5l, siq% snq kf t«qw: ^aai ^ % a^ a 
iNn^ai qRsit qi^ft ibI ^ aww itat 4t a faro 
aaia a4t aaar I awt aq^ aai^l ac 
aq; aja ^ at^afqa q%ar 1 ;^ 5 aiai q^f I f4 
^ la iJft at k Ttaai ^ a^ a?% 4t5 

' • : v^ I 

■ ' '" ' ' ■ ■ '■ 


I ^ ?J^ciT f; 353 R 1^55 % STiq 

wz^ gwi^ qc *il< ?ri 3 t<| 5|') ?i?r 

I ^ 3i5^'t arrsiT^ ft i 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya on rising to second 
the resolution was cheered to the echo and commen- 
eed speech in Hindi at 8-36 p. m. 

I ’ffiit i ^1: 

3frn 3|??JI % i % ^UrT ^1551 t 

Sira k. nM ^ 

«t I 3 % wsRrr i ^ feff 9^srf d mU^ 
8 3 % siiK sriil 5a«sr 3iriil;r q° 

^li5|5T t 3iw^ t ^ 

sfif ^ifair i% 5 % fe: li ^ sfti: « sriq 

?>i! ur ^ I grm isT I ^■ 

I %5!T t SF3 it 

^CST % ansi ?5T cftif ^ k sr^i^ si 

arn-jT | % ^ 

3iT«iT t itni it nf qT % ^ 11?:% q?: qrf iftsiqw 
1% ^ % 5|5? %% IT I 3fT5I SIJIT% 

tit vfkt: kt %:!| mi ?!s ?flf?:T i*rt*q | 

Si!i% %5r qn t 1 % ^ am? %T%5r ^ 

^ilsan qTqg?:i?i w|q % qi^ qi^i% ‘snd aT^qs % 
gsq; ^'t aitqisiit ik Ikt a^’iaft 



^ ^ stwtT I 

tJT i^ni 'i^ f«t5i^'.rjf ki 

I I sjiq^i q<glgf ^ 

qci^rr f|qr | {% ??? a^aiw ^ I 3iT'?^1 

aim t % ai? fi^imtsft sKi §®rT t 

sRciiq k aig Qii; \ ffqf t f% 

iilsiwwf ^ ^ maq; I 

It gr^ai a:5^ 1 1 ?[^fiT ^qi I f% sjula: % 

^qa: stil' i\ l5r h ^ aa:i.lr 

«l® ail f ql atifea: 5311 ?€# ^q| 

fan I ?^q»r q:aar | flat^fli^ wtrcmrar 

aift ?!# «it Sflft silsiwiq! m srfaf^vf) «!i 351 % 

wsjci sftaqiiit % ^qTmgr ^a:% % 

jsiji t 351% iilsifr^ % ’sqisici 5itfsi: 

k «13 k 1 fmc ^51 « fim 3rsi3q> 

?i3cr i ar^ it^af 551 fait sflc vrt a^ga:- 

srisE I fqj 313 ^Ir aiisqr %i ^ 3 % 

^it 551133 aaal ^ stidt % k felt 

513% 33 I %t| 3133 3' 3f | ^33% 

5133 3^5 iil5t3T3 331 ^3I¥H qft ?r5 

33133 aE5 5I«% % 351 f3^!di 3!33 %1 3f 5%V 3%3 

S3 ft 51% I f% f3»5fT 3^a l^T Srqft ^51 %! 3333 



I n1a5tr!5f % 

g!T% g5^ ^ |;T ^ ^ 

fsrr ^?:g) | ^r? ci^fe% ^ 

®ri ^1 1 fn% »Tw^«?2 ki m r ^ | 

31^51?; ^1 if Itnt smc gstj ![trfcft sf^ 

^n.1 I T% <ff;a^^ %p3R I; 5i?:qst 

I §3 ^ Si^fjOcT t MW 

t^T 5fll 53 3w;cli'^ k fi: g;r ?irrii /^iift 

35f %i sig ffl f|«rf ^ 53S 3^ firra ¥ft 

^w: g;JiTf at ^3 tt fe f g 

T\k 33lr iq ^iq %Z] qqr 3?^ 501^3 k 

^Wiq il %lf W^W 3f1f qf ?13 %Tf SI^T^iq qig 

3Cf stTfei: ^qi fair 35^53 i^t fq* ?3f^ q|-3 

^ pllaqk 3?T3r ^ qC5IR %r T% I q! % 

?q 33^ MKtki k\ 31 q%^ qi?:% | 33^ kt 

W^ % 3T qgf q;^:^ mk ^ 53% 33 

%; ^rm 333T | 53 313 % ws q^^srt 

%r| 3^ q5T3 «^3I 53 351% 533 qfl 3^ 5li;%53 

qIaqiiCf k mr: 3tW 5I5r f> 3Tq3'3 I ^r%3 I5r% 

5ir3 533 fl- C3 31 3^ 3113^ | h ?3 qjmf % qi 5 ^ 
w kt qilt %W 35{f 3l1 3f 3t3qf 

q|3T f% =11 3ir1f 53 qlsiqmf kt 13 5f5^ 3 ^ 


tnl I sTUciflff ?r5!n kt 'sral <k 

fra?»T I f5? 

q?c nw* % 5tI qf q»i^Ji 

qjTUT ^15^ ^ I ^T 55« flf ^^#3iciT q»{?iJi qjt 

«Kf?ft q^: '3rs3{i^ qji t*qrc I tt 3?q% F^aqijft 

gi^q; f « aitq^T >1^5rq qO arte «qiqr 
if 5q% sgiq; =1 qjfi % fq qljrqT-Tf ^ 
qfTi5c^ q»> 5ir<tq; sr’c^ t 3?lt f q %n € % 

3iq% aiTq^T arsi^i 1 1 i i%c q:i;qr 

^ ?ft T%qT I q?;q»t sqi^t qjgfqc t 

51! f^r q^cT JiT^^T e^grqei q*rt isq 

q?: ^sq qsiTcft | f jt ^i 5 ^nffg m qis 

qsit ^i^ciqcr ^5q % qrat sisf 3ir<v) l q? | 

tqi^ q1^5iqi?)f qj) m ’ciql: q^ ^iii% % ^*^r q>m 

¥ft ?qi\ q^JiqR qi^t | ^W. qj ^ ?T% | 

51^?: qi Jisa 5:iq^ qt | qq% qst cr^ 

^ fqqjs^ I 5Jf ^ei qJ5^ I ^ r^^qlsiqr- 

nl m qqi qj^qi i sriq srqqi ^arq;?: 

15 q 5iiq fq3% '<o ^ ^<i airq 

%i Hfc^q Imr fq; ^q. la ^ arqqf; slsrqm 

qr?q% 3iq str”) I qf f^?l[ qt 

ils; qfiqj Ct ^liqi t siqi: qq^isq qsiqn^r 


m 

at «i5:t | fti i mi ?nf 

3?^ 531531 t f€ % <f=ai SRTt f 3 3?ir^r 

ail I in uti;?: int I n at 

alii^at % nit ^i;ai h %%a ti^lf nni q5in?[T gf- 
niO ^ a^rn %ai mfl^i sflrf? s?^ aci % st 

i^^tsn ^5t ^ 5ti^ ^tnn itar ain't ai^ 

5:niit nil TO^.a ^iil;r aaaaar sjsit aif fni;i 
maa't ani% a% Si a?a«5c% na% t If^at ad^f 
asT wants qaar I in a^a mnn^ 
iMm m:k ft ®»t gq t %i%a nnt 

fti:T ^>am I f« m 3fin-airff aft arail q« q^ft 

afail I ift ant ^a« fft^f t artaft \m fsnr 
%iin fai i^t srnil ftf in fajaar araft g«a» ki aaft 
ast niajft I fiiu fi^na no-voilent aifeima* 
^nil n %Tat t ai violent fl^Tcn^ arnil ft aJiTf 
isqTiT fiina aft nia a)®at I arflsTcnaj n ift 
saTit aftq fiftO ft ^nn ajinftar ai’at tarn 
5ST <31 ft ini> I af fat i^aji qa t 
ai as fft la alaamt ft airgf ft asm fsm mKm. 
sifluTin^ ^nin q< aaft lift ^ sna ai <a«i 
unn ift ft’aat aiTf qaai i nnaffti ft qgr fal ^nr 



an 

as ^ ^ W# sacrifice 

%^*r grr ss ?s^3?r sna wj^t I sifl^iT- 

?jRi nnT qc *gr3% % g*t ^ sr 

f|«i qid rrsq qji 5?s ft 

\ nficJn arfl^iRUfj qtms g't sJir\ «m% 

«:q^T I sum «*?T* ^ ^ *is?f %t 

5fnE^ aTS % 55?r^%* WTsfes ^ ^ 

t ¥541% I % SS 5IT^JT¥ 5H&^f iT 

^i^rtaq sF.t^rq ¥(?:% ^5J<r¥gr% s^rI q;^ ¥ ^sft 

aanlss ^ sj?i% ^5% %T <iq» *i arw % ¥¥n% 

%; %;if?i5r 3 tI^ »Tq%%5? %t as as^s? f^^rtaT fk 
3ia^ as sa %i ?^r ^ai% tsias^ k(% t¥\t ^?ai ^ 
% % ^ ^sr % astaa ?t | % 

sa!<^ aa? %w.k asl aTaai as fair fa? 

sraaiaaa^S aa simi ?it a« «atif%s q% si am 
aagi ®.a aasfes agl aai s% Imr % a^rar 
I (% sa ^5saa %r qsa%1i afaa! >ft a 
t a ^assa^StaT aifl^ sa sis^ % srasl a^i 
«Eia %r ^ra %* aaai^S % 3Ta% 

5ftaaa;t afes^a f^ar ^alr aasr ^ 

315^ % 515^ atsa %;t as^ % sraqf aria 

awsaa ?qa?i(%s % aa a;t% a> mm a;<T fe 



fH 

!)Fmaf%f antin ki ^rr^a fe® 

1 1 3ff<i% asr t fff awt^ia^ isf f % sit 5rf% 

«t S«K ?Bf% t as't ^1 %rfliJir ^?:?ii 1 1 

arw gag ^nt fk stm^ k 5fta | 

# 51 ^ ^ m aarar aar | sia 

^ %r% 5 t ki kt ![rrf?a ^ awar aa’ft I 51a 
a^f tt mf^a ^ f?ar< mk k 
tt kt a? f^^Tc %i «Rar I ^ist^j % 
5 ia ssaff at fk ki afi^ 5 taP af %i ,% ^arl 
^ Ina aat af gq%a tr 

I 5 ia f W a% a^i aaj 

fa ait ar% a??: as jftar at aia'^fs 551 
5 ta* ataa> as gss ait gtsic at as a;f^^ 
as! afi^ al a?^ as at ast ^sat at fk 
a^s ajf^ % atr a?a ^"t ^wt % ^ atat: 

^.aaaa !!■ a^gt m. ^at ^ miki ?i55aaa aars 
asf statat a^a as stu ala^iaf ^ 

s% st3T% I fa^r naa s^ as ftiir % sstd 
araa saift aamt: I fa kik ^mu asf 1 afi?ar 
ai*-^ ga? faaat 3^^ at arata a;^:at | 



# fI?T ^ sts7 ^ 

k( ail^ ¥ft iifd mg ^ 1 1 

3iiq«T wiR 3it ?e gti; t %.^ 

%5t I I «|? SRgTg gig g ggr 13TT I gff% 

^ gg ^m t % ggRr «%g ggt I; 3irg 

fg sFT^gt % mt sii5^ t gg gru^ ^ 551 ^gisf 

Ir ’cgf fg?! g f g t qg^r ^?rl gim g|r 

1 1 gHt ^ gm fg filagwl ki qrf^il smft 

^gt gsf, ggl % ggqg^ gl<t(j; ^ 

gH I at gt f^gj gsi? ^ stg ®i 

fmm I §g ggi a^f % q;fg5i sj^< fl5jegr sft 

g*^ I gg ic^g ^cat?t ^r gsa m ?maig 

g5gt gl giigil gTgf g gtgri gg ft 53ag 
gT^*t I ?ig ftsT mig ft f^r a^grg %r 

qrg g;l:T gggfitg wjr ggj gg^ ?crgr gml 

t I gg gicggRt^l gtg ft %g gft‘ 1^ 

’gtfgi i. fe gra?r^ k gfg^ ggf^ 3?|g 

ftg ggg gjj I 3g[ gtg^ aR ig gfifRgg tjgft 


% iSt 3!fa^ sr 

m srm «i gw aoi i ?# 

% g?5ra 3lV «K<» m «iW d»TM 3lTfe<l 

f|?lr i5?T I % % ?« in?r5i1 

I 3*1^ fqm m^K f^^a^iflis ?i5t I 

«g5rT ’C’3^ h 

% iq?n ^ ®TW ^ 
lwi% rnffa ^ ^<nmt ^ qisii qsirm t 

g% *1^ It ^ ^ %qt ^ 

I niscqisf Ir q;w «i;V i sriq g?q% fa^ 

qsR qstqqifl ^ 

«\?in ^rq ^3qf*T ^qi .i% saifk^r ?>iti3it 

3T3f % fq» f^55 ft StIStVl 

^ Wcgq €t 5H5q»Ti 3Tq ff»l g^i^nR ft I 

ww sit ^ q;«i5i ^ sigeK 
%W|R 1 1 satq ft»t 3T gtTqqft 35^ ftut I 




Ptindii Jaiv'aharlai’s Hindi Speech* 

After his spsecb . was- ov'er*, '■ Pandit Madaii, Mohan 
Malaviya with the permission of the Chair requested 
the father of Bbagatsingh (Sirdar Kishan Singh) and 
the mother of Eajgnrti/DOth of whom were present at 
the session, to come to the rostrum which they did. 
Rajguru*s mother got on a chair to the rosirmn so 
that she might be seen by all, and bowed the audience. 

Sirdar Kisheiisingh, (the father of Bhagatsing) then 
addressed in Hindi with the permission of the Chair. ' 

Sardar Kishansing’s Hindi Speech 

# »n?rT | ^ wrm 
qrl^sTT % ^ rmx ^ srnrw t \ 

wftisrq;. ^ 5fTT^ ^ fq; 

^sr:- srk 

^ I? ^ ^ ^ 

srfj^ w I w 3n>7# 

t\ 5 ^ % ?pri: w I i% 

arn %^\ 3m ^ %srT If 

% 3r|?r ^ f^Jii % fk qo JiT^^ ^ 
% ^ f 57 3r^f % ^fr 537 ^ ^STcTT 

7:^1 I sfk 7:f 1 1 sfV % ^ Jf 


FT 513^ % aw qr I %3srT I f% 

^ grc? % ^tBiTw # 3ftfT ^3F5 t ^ 

3it?r I ^ ?rf 3331?: {w^ 37?:?ft # 

^ t ?:cr 3i?:^ ^ €t 5 ^ ^i%w 

€r WR 3Tk sttr: 3=n:^T?: 3T?r ^ fTT^r wt 3 f% 

?*r^ 'WT?ft' 5T %3T?: ^ !0[jrr % ^ ^ 

t( 3f ^3 % srrr i|V ^ swi m?ft55i^ 

?st3IT ^T55 ?:33^ B7T% W 3^37 37FrT t f% 
^ jf ^ 3f ?T WJT m i 

Wf ?g% 3W 5^ ^ wt wsr 'Jft ^=5f> . 
f^r^JcTT 3CtT ^ ?!t % fw^ ^ m ^ ^ ^Tt WT 1 
Wq?IT l'3!J3?tfr?fi[ 3=37 i%3>155 ^?: % 5553 ?5r 3WT ^ 
\m WRT 37?:^ % I W ^ 5i^lT m f7S ^ 3 ; 

^tTTH 37?: ^ I t WFI % ^T5[T 3=37 371 WI3 ^ 
?n5# ^ mfs 3Tt wf g? ^3 sraiftsjfsj 

%3s: w wra#!? ^ ^ 33 ^ f^3T It 3it«7 ^ 
1 % tf 13 3 # m gKf 37 t€t 3?: 
552:^137 331 I 13 333 3T^ % ^^31% % 3F3T 37T3^, 
f^cnfl 3t?: WT3 !|E3 ^ 3773 H3fr ft 3% ^7t 1% 

333^*3: % ^ 337 ^373 f 5=77737 % 3773 75537 

I 1 %I%3 ^ 3f 3t WT337 t f% 373377 5537 ^[^3 
I I 155Tlt f5 37?^ % f55% 13 TH^f ^ 373 ^?:3T 




I ^ «rT3ri^ t 

i3T5Tt iTi?ft 1 1 wfk 55 ^ sf ^ ¥ft ^sfy 

1 1 «3J 3rrf^ ^ ott^ ’k 5 ^ I 

g^RSJTn^f % ?nnri ^ =?!:% I i^w ’^sisn^’ 
Ci I ^ irsT# ^ fwar ^ r ’crctt 

^ % I f w ^ mf f? !n% ^ 

gri: ^TTET ITS? f grr ^ m, ^ g'tfr %![r ^ 3n?ri% 
^i sTcf if «f)f Brarsfr fJT 1 1 ^ 

^T5r ^ ^ «t«it siw, Wf^ ^5!^ 

»7|^ <7?: ^ ^ ^ ^ gmiT fk^x m 

{% 55Tfk If ^W ^FT^ I 3 :^ grar *7^57 ^ ^?T 

JT^f ?!ff §ef f% 37731 ?rr %7w >:l: I ^ Tff 

ff757^ 57 ^ 5!ff f^ 59R:5FT7: ^ 3^717 

%J 557% I TTTT^^'t ?f^Jrr‘ €f WJM 5lffg^55r 

5577E?r7 «77 1 >11 STTITIH «3C1J 3737^37 m =igr ^=37 W7 

3Tit % ^sTf>7 ^«7 ir7:% % 
37q7:7«7 if qft ^ ^377^ B7^ S?! I 3r^ ^=37 
37T5|3 377 377:777 37q% STtqjgr 77^^ %5iT7 

«7r I TTlf 375ff^7^% 77^?^ % ^^yjqfT 3773737 337f 
if ^ 7% ^ 33%^ Deport %!n' f337r^ % 

%7 337 1 1337 tl 3lf 5^37^3! €t 

377:7 Tff 1^373 3?t ft if {>371 l^ST ^T.! 


i ^ ^ ^ aif^ ! 

^ 'gfl^ 0 if mK Km ^ ?r!::9[K 
«r 5Tt3i 'STT’T^ K^mr gf^rr ^ 
ir^ 5fi|^T sit I w ^ =5rTi:3'r siir 3ST% w^ 
^ i^qr w ?Tr 

' ' 3|iT !rr% % I ^5r ^JT ^ 

irtf ^ %^f w w: 

f%=5rT 9T^rf I ^srw f w %s: % 

fSTT m I ffird ^ wK^T ^ ^ 

?nfT ^ 5 :?^ ^ fe ?Tf SRTT %?[r % ^TTT 3IT^ I 
'*if ?:^ ^ srnr ffr ^ I % ^rg% srqsft 

sruar ^ ^grt ^ ^ ^1 s^ ^ 

3 ^% ^ ^ 1 1 !T sir ^ 

^ SITSr SK55 ^ Him ^ ’if Wf ^ ^ 

sft I 3i^ ^37 ’isi% f^r^ ^ ?|Br«n^ 57 ^ 4f 

siT3r ^ 1 1 5r^ w 5fft % ^TJif ir 

ftlilT ^ 7:g:HT SJT f% 3 ^ f?T?ft :jqT^ srff 

ftrs^ sft % S’ ^ ^ ^ ^ ig^rgrr 

w 3 :^ srf^fTff =^f% 5|r 5(ft w 

cfsjT «i^ I ^ mm ■$ ^ siRr^ 3^1 

% 5gRCT I ^ %55 ir % ^iKW 3 ^^ se^ t ^ttstt 
5r?9[ m f^^rr l ^rncrr^ sr^t ^7:^t m t% sr^r ct^ 
rnttf Trrgrr ^ spsrrft ^ % 3 fir ^r m 

?T^ 5^T# 5tiT ^#rr 3 ^ sr# sror ^ '^ 5:1 sr^r 1 

3 'g'% sifcT # I m. ^f5T^ 

f% 3s ^fr ^ % fir ^ % f% wf 
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surf «TH?^ 5TT^ '4if i w cigr ^ ^jfir 

if sfy % ^ «TT3rT?f ?t I ^snfy ^T i^tt 
grf'f <Tfi% ^ x(K «rrn ir^rr i 

»T?jt =5r«5T f% «mT ^ !n^ ![ri5c %?ifr 

^isri^t: § ?:f T sir l ff# w ^mrar ^ 

Bm ^;k ^rir f%^T i ^ ^ it «T«rT 

SIT nw ^tsTt' *1:^ ^ vrrf ^ i 

isri |r?r|- cn% sik ?i3t?t isns: ^ l 

3nT ^ SIT srit incr ^trar srr t% 

5fi«Tcr inr I \ gi ft%* ^ l?: ^ % sn^r % ^:i% 
gT% itl' 1^ 4t a:^ ^ iw »T% % sn 

WT^ 1>S?TT SIT ?I1 ft 3T^*T ^ STT?^ % 

gT% 1 1 is: ^ITSI SCISTT, 3TTT1 SITUT, 

’OTSr ^ 5^ IfRIT SIT I I^SR ^ it W 
it ^ I ^ itsTt’ isc^ lErrsi ft^ w qf>i st% 

3rw sn iiiwri ST^ i fi^ ^ 11% aril ^ 
HUITT % 1 1^# wft IT^lt 11 iksTTl 
SIT ^s: =iTiir SIT i?r# msc^ i mf i i 
sTiflte % 3iTt%% iiT sgrsi :% 

%iT I n i|i It %5rr srr i i?|; stit^jcT % 
Try iff f%lT S3T^ 3111551 11 % fe% i3Tf 1 lir 

II vfr ^ if^TTO I HIT ft iff ^ nfi <i;f?ft % 

III %1T n Ifl ft ?r^T^ 1 I ^ cRFft % 117 
m55% sit iff ^ I ngi H 11^ 1 f% ijRft % 
^ % ifl% ^K ^ ^ % k^kf % kr^ 

SIT %f%i 11 iff kr55^ fiiT I g;qkf%?^3: % 


ipt ^ spT sfrrfT % m i 
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% ST % ?TW cTWr f5r ^ !!ff ^1- 1 fJT % 
STSTcT ^ ^T ^ f% gJT >7^5TTST ST ft gif qFlNit 55T|^ 
^ Sift % I fi ^sft ^ %’% «■ tt 

w.issi srisTSTT I sff ^fgrr m f% Br^ 

# 3fr% % wt €tf HTsifT srlf spTTjfr' frr i*^ 
sT^ t BtfirfcT I gfW ^ I'i: ^Tsi w^itit 
# t g% If^flft' t 'WTFIT 3Tt ft SETfJT 
T7TVJ f%STT Jgt f^TSTT sBfJT scft ffl B[SIT § 
#rf; R fjT: item 5^^ # 

fTfT «rT f% & f t: 1^% Br^ srpiT srf Bk 

w Br^^ sTfT «rT ?ft ^r sir 

i% sTf fwrsQr srrf^ g^fir^ I srri^ fn# 

i^ft 3Ttf Bt % R^frr: Brai: i fn Bi^^ vft 
fiff tjf^ ^ B? 3T?iiiTc & sTf sfsrr: f% fsT^ 

^ ^ Slf 5 SIf ITf f ff 5=SITf I I 

qr^' R H % 5;q=5r sRfsrf g-if^r f Bk siiq 
fTfBcT fJTfir sK^ I Bjttst ^ Control & ^JTfvr ^ttstt 
ffn 1 sEf Bssn ^ ^«ft 3 tt<i ws:ct 

TTTfT ^ !|^Tift ^ 3r^^t' d fiT e%Tt 1 srsrtsj 
^ fUfTf f I fq Sift ^saiKT 

HT!3r f I % %fi5ft‘ ^r 'i?:! ITT ^ mi 

grrq ^q% ^ ^ S^rft ^ ir^i^T R RfT f»T 
f I 


President— 

All those who have given notice of their intention 
to move and second the two amendments, except Mr. 
V, Sastri (Andhra) have agreed to withdraw their 
amendments. Mrs. Kamaladevi Chathopadyaya has 
also agreed not to second Mr. Sastri s amendment. 
Mr. Sastri. Do you still insist upon moving your 
amendment? 

Mn Sastri, Yes, Sir. 

President , — 

Alright, Please go to the rostrum and move 
your amendment. 

Mn Sastri,^ 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, I am not able to 
speak to you in Hindi. I confess T feel ashamed that 
I cannot speak in Hindi* I can speak to you only in 
English. It is very important that we should not waste 
time on this question. 

Two big leaders of this nation have moved and 
seconded the resolution and when I heard their 
speeches I thought they were speaking for the 
amendment and not for the resolution because, friends, 
the only difference that arises between the amendment 
and the resolution is this. In moving my amendment 
that these few words ‘Vhilst dissociating itself from and 
disapproving of political violence in any form or shape’’ 
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should be deleted. I want that any honour that we 
are doing to the great Bhagatsingh, the great Sukhdev 
and the great Rajgurit, who have given their lives at 
the altar of legal violence, if it can be called legal at 
all, should not be half-hearted or stinted. But for a 
lot of friends I have, I would not have stood before yon. 
In moving this resolution we want that the honour of 
Bhagatsingh, Sukhdev and Rajgiiru should be maintained 
not in a half-hearted manner, not in a stinting spirit, but 
without any qualification. These three young men 
were sent to the gallows at the psychologically wrong 
moment even if they had to be hanged. The Govern- 
ment have bungled and after the bungle, the Viceroy, as 
the representative of the Government, said that they did 
more directly deserve the punishment according to the 
law. There was no tribunal, there was no proper legal 
authority to punish them and when the nation asked 
the Government that the death sentences should be 
commuted, even that favour was not shown. Friends, 
compare this with the position in Ireland. That is 
however, a different matter. As humble apostle of 
Mahatma Gandhi, I stand before you on bended knees 
and with folded hands. I feel however, the insult very 
keenly and do not wish to allow this half-hearted and 
stinting and grudging honour to be shown to the three 
great heroes. I want you to admire the bravery and 
sacrifice of the late Bbagatsingh and his comrades in 
the most liberal, unambiguous spirit. The two 
supporters of the resolution have already spoken, but I 
do want of you, of as many delegates as are here, to say 
that these words ‘‘whilst dissociating itself from and 
disapproving of political violence in any form or shape*' 
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should be deleted. I say this uot because I am an 
apostle of violence. Far from it. I submit that 
having lived the life of non-violence for 365 days of the 
year from March 1930 to March 1931, facing bullets, 
facing lathies, facing such snflferings as the Government 
wanted me to undergo, facing all the attacks of violence 
that the Government was .capable of, having actually 
lived the life of a non-violent follower of Gandhiji, I claim 
that it is now derogatory to the sense of dignity and 
nobility of this house to say that we all ' stand against 
any form or shape of non-violence (?vioIence), 

A friend has suggested to me that I may request the 
President for a translation of my speech for the benefit of 
the Hindi-knowing friends who are in a large number 
here. I beg of Mr. Jamnalal to translate this speech for 
me. I beg this indulgence. 

President:’^ 

I can let you speak but I cannot give you a translator, 

Mr. Sasiri:^ 

I have a translator, Sir. 

President:- 

Mr. Sastri, you have finished, please get down 
and let your seconder second your amendment: other- 
wise it will fall through for want of a seconder. I 
suppose you hear that ? 

Mr. Sasiri:- 

I want a translator, please. 

President:- 

I have told you that you have finished ?nd 
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you vvatited me to send you a translator and have have 
chosen one now. Please get down Mr. Sastri. 

Mr Sastri:^ 

I tell yon, Sir, I have not finished- 
President:- 

Mr. Sastri, will you please take your seat ? 

Mr. Smtrii^ 

The loudspeaker is disconnected {.laughter). 

Several delegates:-^Ohty the chair, you proposer of 
amendment. 

Presidenir 

If you do not hear me and come down from the 
rostrum, Mr. Sastri, I shall have to take other steps. 

Mr, Sastri then came down and Dr. Tarachand 
I^alwani seconded the amendment in Hindi. 
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Dr. Tarachand’s Speech. 

sri^i ! ^ ^ | ^ 

(^riiisr ssfoT f ^ %3 ?t | mit' 

aR''''S p I g?Tq^ §5T I I fTf^ a^STEf^ ^li I # 

pr 33# .ETfT^ # ?T#'K %f^=T 33% ?f ?*? 

I II w 5i^3iEr%‘ gJtc: # ^r #§%% cfpft'B 

# ^ 33[%r ^ HiRi; gjT3T % %3 SEER ^ 

a^3 f% 5TT?fl I t' 3f % ?JT ^T ?3 EfisTETR^ 

^ si^z 3:;%f ^''EIT Elf eet 

f¥T %r 3315: ^ f%3ir w % 3?r %• 3|f i i%c 

^rrsr ff arcff % 3 3n^ 3 %t ^ r3% t n 

3f 3 3RrTr f ^ TUFcITf Ejjf 3% #g%^ 33%T ^3T | ff 313 

3r3^ |t 3TFI3I %i%3 3 RTf^T |' % 353%* 3f 3t flRIT f%IT 

5113 ^3) WM^ zm ?ifr#rr3 3T#3ri^5f 3 #^ 33?33?3% 

3T3 |3ir 31 fit afflf flf 3f Tflf fi!t33 If! 1 33 ?f3 3^3# 

% 3;3 fEfif ^r f%fr ti ffiff f>t#% w 3?enEr %t 33131 g 

^ ^ ‘3=3^f 3?f 313 f%31 I 3^73 f;%^t%l gfRfRl^t 

^sft Rr|t^ f% %1 I^T.V 3 qi3 3|t l^r ^351 ^fl 

1^ I ^13 fficlfl 31331 JJ3^ 33T ^13 33131 | ^ ff 3ff | 

f% 13 3f f |3 EfJi f% ?ff|?iT 13 I 31 53 . ff; % 33 
313^ I H 31*731 ^ f3%3 f3T^ ^? 1 % 1 %% ff^fli: | 3 f |l 


creed | f% ^ 

^‘Tf ?rmii^’ ftfT ^iraT f% 35^1 ^rra %r 
^r cf^T ET^ ^ 5rT^, ^f%‘»T I % ^ ll^IT^T 

condemn 1! «:!)■? 'EKJT# %T ?pT?;ES5iT^ ^ S' 

?r!TT5 if rr^'f grrciT % ^f g€f’^ W 

fe[T I finfif 3JT’.i^;^‘ ?r^ 5[T?fl f% ^ 

^ c!T 3;3'^T ^ ^ ^3?t srra M I; 

=R5n Indian (rovernment fl^r^cTR ^ ^ 

^ I; # |Jr%R5|^T 5Bf condemn #R str 
n^TOfS Law and Order ^?i g^R t; g:ltK 

R ^ JT R- q; Tfj- ^ :t % 

RfRT RRTRrf’i q? Rr;ff^ 5 h:^t| III ^^iJcrrat pr, 

?ri';^t4t q# pRli (Low and order) ^ Kn 

^RciT f RRIcR Jr#f # 

RT^ RfC^^JTRW'Sst qvfr ^ ?:§)f I srf 

?fN5 qjsc I ^T fi53[ Violence ^ Condemn 

I ^ fro I RR 

=fR ^r qf ^ f% Ri^f 
sit condemn f%37T RT?? |?RT?:T RTTR'I ^Tli'^FTr foi^ | %?: 
^ cF^f SR^ ^ g=^r =^5fr q^V 

5?f'^w?r €t r^ qf?-f wk\ 
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After Dr. Tarachand’S' Speech a^delegate moved for 
ciosure. 

President, 

A closure has been applied for now. Those who are 
for the closure, will please raise hands. 

The President declared that a vast majority of de* 
legates were in favour of the closure* 

Mr. Sastri 

I want you to take votes. Sir. 

President. 

On what do you want a vote? Have you heard of a 
poll on a motion for ciosure? I am, however prepared to 
take votes if you like. Those who want the discussion 
to continue, e. those who are against the closure and 
want to hear more speeches, will please raise hands. The 
President then declared that the closure was carried. 

Mr. Sastri’s amendment was put to the totes and was 
declared lost* 

The original resoultion was then put to the vote and 
declared carried. 

Mr. Sri Prakash 

A notice was given before that there would be no 
session of the Congress to-morrow. But there will be a 
session of the Congress at 6 P. M. to-morrow. 

With the singing of Bande Mataram, the first 
day’s session came to a close at 10 P. M. 
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SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

The second day of the Open Session of the 45th 
Indian National Congress commenced at 6 P* M. on 
Monday, the 30th March 1931, in the Motilal Panda], 
Harchandrai Vishindas Nagar, Karachi, with the singing 
of National songs, tinder the presidency of Sardar 
Vallabhai Patel. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru o:i being called 
upon by the Chair, spoke in Hindi on moving the follow- 
ing resolution regarding the Gandhi-Irwin Settlement. 

Gandhi Irwin Settlement. 

This Congress, having considered the provisional 
settlement between the Working Committee and the 
Government of India, endorses it, and desires to make it 
clear that the Congress goal of Puma Swaraj (complete 
ittdependeoce) remains intact. In the event of the way 
being otherwise open to the Congress to be represented at 
any conference with the representatives of the British Govern- 
ment, the Congress delegation will work for this goal and 
in particular, so as to give the nation control over the 
army, external affairs, finance and fiscal and economic 
policy, and to have a scrutiny, by an impartial tribunal, of 
the. financial transactions of the British Government in 
India and to examine and assess the obligations to be 
undertaken by India or England, and the right to either 
party to end the partnership at will. Provided, however, 
that the Congress delegation will be free to accept such 
adjustments, as may be demonstrably necessary in the 
interest of India, 

The Congress appoints and authorises Mahatma 
Gandhi to represent it at the Conference with the 
addition of such other delegates as the working 
Committee may appoint to act under his leadership. 





Pandit Jawaherlars Spseoli. 
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3T5%r ife'BR Wf^l ST ?:%?! 355 51^ 5 ^55 
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Dr- Ansari’s Spesoli. 

!elfW?r 55r% t ReSDlnUon # 

EB^" I lleSi)hition ^ %r 

MJfT IRT I i ^ ^Tgrr I # 

#?Tt^ *Tr^ m t > ^ 

?TTr#cT[ w^f'sTsr^ %^r 

I ^iiciEB I ^ JicTRTwr tmi nw sir m, 

Ct^i^rr 1 1 nfi ^M.mi i;r ^rift w^rr? ’ll I 
^3n5l ?>ff r«5n %T iTr wl?T i ^ fr^ ^r=!irl 

sif sft W I ^ '^3r, ^Rsrirsi Defence qTjr^ ^ 

1%% I m ^[>1551 ffersir?: Imr i irr^'l irsirT 

q?: wrq' ^rqjTf 35Cf =?r^r Diecal ^qr^orr’^ ^ 

sft wq^r <i5r #?T=qfi: ^rnr ?R:f# wrq ^7 ^ jti^t 

^fcT qi: qi’^rr 3?f mm%^ snqqj^ I ^ q^rqe 

% ^q^TT7 r%i-i? 1 1 5?qr^ I ^ I J|fq5i% 

?TifEB^’ Iff sfT-lf ^sq#f spif^-jCt %j mw 


W5T3: ^ 3ir5r Secretary of State Viceroy g?5^ 

%T yT% I I f% 

siTq% gjrf?% ^ B. T C. ^ ^ '|w 

% fea: 1 ws; ^ra % fe-x siTm 

5T^ ^T STiftH ^7r|%T I 37R rH Resolntioii 

q^: 57=5# ^ #?: sik xivi^ # ^ ^Mir 

?r7:5 ^ 7:t 1 1 %t 

qtq^ %T w ^^7 q?: mk f *? I fff q?# # qq#q» 

%r %r% k 7;i5rqi srrl: =qrf^ i 37iq 
qrq %■ % f55%r^q.‘?r qrq^K g^qi t «7Tq 37q^ 

s^qR: vf^reT qr'c Bik 57fq% ^r ^ 

# 57Tq 77^ig[r qtV qi 5r% qrn % ii!%r- 

=5cJT?r % 37riTff^ qT: ffq q^rfi^ sr# i 57rq 
Resolution # qr^f qr^ 1 


Mr. Jaraaadas Mehta’s Opposition. , i 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, opposing the tef^olution, spoke 
as follows : — 

Mr. President, Brother and Sister delegates, 

I had given notice of an amendment to the President 
against this resolution which runs as follows 
“This Congress repudiates the Provisional settlement 
arrived at between Mahatma Gandhi and His Excellency 
Eord Irwin as inconsistent with the resolution on In- 
dependence passed at Lahore and directs the Working 
Committee to desist from any further negotiations on 
tills behalf. The President has ruled this out of order 
because, in his opinion, this is a negation of the original | 
proposition. I bow to his ruling. I am, therefore, here j 
to make a few observations by way of opposing the ! 
original resolution moved by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, j 
Two years ago, it was my privilege to second an amend- j 
ment moved by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru suggesting j 
Independence in place of Dominion Status. It is my 
misfoitune to-day to oppose him. j 

The resolution he has moved, is in my opinion, not 
at all anything approaching independence but really : 
watering down what the Cc ogress had done at Lahore. 
There can be no question whatever, that whatever may 
be the brave words in the resolution, it is really water- 
ing down the Independence Resolution passed at Lahore. 
You cannot eat a c-tke and have it. You cannot go to 
the Round Table Conference hedged round v/ith condi- 
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tioBS and tell the World that you are still sticking to 
Independence. If anybody has carefully perused the 
terms of what was called the ‘Truce’, now more properly 
called the Provisional settlement, you will find that 
after agreement, to go to the Round Table Conference, 
the Resolution of Independence passed at I^ahore, collap- 
ses automatically, because of the limitations placed on 
those who go to the Round Table Conference. 

In the statement which was published over the 
signature of Mr. Emerson, in the beginningof this month, 
it is clearly laid down that so far as the first question of 
constitutional reform is concerned, there will be further 
discussion of what happened at the Round Table Con- 
ference in January last. Of those discussions, Federation 
is an essential part just as are safeguards and reservations 
about Finance, about Military Expenditure, about External 
affairs and* various other things. It is commonly known 
that if there is any safeguard attached to Independence, 
that safeguard cannot be in favour of independence. That 
safeguard can only militate against complete indepen- 
dence. You cannot have 16 annas with safeguards 
which will retain 16 annas intact. Sixteen annas with 
safeguards means an anna taken away from here, an 
anna taken away from there, and what remains may be 
merely a truncated form of responsible Government. 
Therefore let there be no mistake as to what this House 
is called upon to do in passing this resolution. The 
Resolution goes on to say that the Indian delegation will 
accept only such adjustments as are demonstrably 
necessary in the interests of India. Now I have already 
told you that there can be no safeguard which can be in 
the interests of India and much less there can be any 
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safeguard whicb can demonstrably be in tbe interests of 
India. They can only be in the intei ests of England and 
countries other than India. The Viceroy’s speech on 
this question delivered at the Chelmsford Club three 
days ago ought to leave no room in the minds of the 
Working Committee as to what is meant by the so-called 
safeguards. You know that a great deal has been made 
about the safeguards, as in the interest of India or 
Britain, and Lord Irwin has said there can be nothing 
which cannot be in the interests of both. His Ex- 
cellency goes on to say that we are quite prepared to 
discuss any safe-guards other than those which are 
provided by the Raund Table Conference, but let there 
be no mistake as to what those safeguards are. He 
says, if however in the course of further constitutional 
discussion any of those participating in it desire to 
suggest other financial safeguards, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in accordance with the terms of the truce would be 
prepared to give such suggestions careful consideration. 

If, in the case of particular safeguards, alternative 
suggestions are made, it follows from what I have said 
concerning the principal purpose underlying the safeguards 
that the acceptance by His Majesty’s Government of such 
alternative suggestions would depend upon the ability 
of those proposing them to convince his Majesty’s 
Government that they would be equally effective for the 
purpose above described. That means that the only right 
of the Congress delegation would be to suggest some 
alternative which is equally essential for safeguarding the 
British interests. Therefore a resolution which limits 
the Congress delegation to those safeguards only which 
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are demoGstrably necessary in the interests of India 
is a mere moon-shine, is an eye-wash, is bound 
to fail before it is begun, and therefore jet this 
House realise that these illusory Instructions to 
the delegation will not in practice work. All the 
instructions embodied in this resolution are again the 
decisions of the Round Table Conference which the 
Government and the Settlement to which the Working 
Committee have agreed, have called essential and therefore 
there is no ghost of a chance of these proposals as 
embodied in the resolution being accepted at the Round 
Table Conference. 

There is one more thing ’which I want this House 
to remember. In the last ! 5 months the word “indepen- 
dence” has been interpreted in four ways, and the man 
in the street really does not know what independence 
really means in the language of the Indian National 
Congress, At lyahore what we understood by indepen- 
dence was complete National Independence which included 
economic, fiscal, financial and Military independence and 
every other right completely being vested in the hands 
of the Indian Government, Before the ink was dry on 
that Resolution, Mahatma came forward with his famous 
eleven points as meaning independence. They are all 
very good points. Any body may read these eleven 
points. But they have nothing to do with complete 
National Independence of this country. They 
are mere administrative reforms and they have 
nothing to do with the independence of this country. 
Yet it was claimed that if these were granted, the 
Congress would be prepared to go to the Round Table 
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CottferenGe. In the month of July a new phrase called 
the substance of independence* was coined, and last 
week I read in the newspapers that the Mahatmaji’s 
latest interpretation of independence is self-rule through 
self-control. In this resolution, before the House, to-day 
a fifth definition of independence has been given and even 
Aristotle would be unable to make up his mind which is 
the correct one, much less a man in the street belonging 
to the 350 millions who are concerned vitally in this 
resoUition. 

One word more, Sir, and I have done. So much 
is said about the enquiry into the public debt of India by 
an imperial tribunal. I want to warn the house respect- 
fully that all the debt that has been really incurred 
against the interests of India, has been paid out already 
and very little remains of that debt. If you are under 
the impression that any debt which was incurred against 
the interests of India, still remains to be paid, you are 
greatly mistaken. The debt which is now outstanding 
is mostly what is called a productive debt. Out of nearly 
1200 crores of Indian debt, about 800 crores have been 
invested in Railway. Then there are the Irrigation 
Canals, then there are the Public Works Department, the 
Provincial Government debts, the debts of Municipality, 
the Improvement Trust and the Port Trust debts, all of 
which are productive obligations and therefore out of the 
12 hundred crores, what remains is barely 180 crores, 
half of which is held by the people of this country. So 
far as the war debt is concerned, unless I am seriously 
mistaken, only 20 crores remains to be paid. So if there 
is any chance of our reeovefy even of these debts which 
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were wrongly incurred, it would be only if the Parliament 
agrees to float a British loan for the purpose of refunding 
to the people of India what had been wrongly taken from 
India. And anybody who knows the Britisher knows that 
if he sticks to anything at ail, it is to the cash and gold, 
and he is not the man to finance a loan for the purpose 
of repaying what he has wrongly taken from you. There- 
fore don’t be misled by this high-sounding enquiry into 
the public debt* Nothing is to be gained by it. The 
greatest mischief which the British Government has done 
is not this debt so much as the stunting of the whole 
race of the 38 millions of people who have become a 
degenerate race, sunk in poverty and misery. That is a 
debt which you can never recover. Nothing will come 
out of this resolution. It is nearly a pretentious 
heroic gesture to demand the return of the money. The 
British are not going to do anything of the kind. In 
any case, those who have made the > provisional settle- 
ment will not have the courage to demand a rupee 
back. Therefore you may pass this resolution if you 
will. It has no meaning. It is worse than the paper 
in which it is written. Not one rupee will be refunded, 
and so far as the Indian portion of the t debt is con- 
cerned, it is held by charitable institutiocs, by widows, 
Insurance Companies and Banks, and if you, however, 
make up your mind to repudiate the debt, there will 
be a n3onetary crisis in this country, the like of which 
you have never witnessed before. Don’t be mislead by 
heroic gestures of this kind. 

I^astly I request you to refuse to pass this resolu- 
tion because it cannot be carried out in practice, 



becaitseit is agaitist the I^ahore Resoltilion, and because 
lastly and most important of all, the Working Com- 
mittee seem to be in pathetic detachment about the 
British Imperialism, They seem to think that we have 
only to make a united demand and the British Parlia* 
ment will concede it The realities of British Imperial- 
ism are much harder, much sterner than the Working 
Committee seem to have realised. In Kgypt where the 
parties are more united they have got a sort of 
Independence. Anybody who reads the constitution of 
Egypt to-day cannot help feeling that if this is indepen- 
dence which India is to get, it will be a most hypo- 
critical and illusory thing, and not the real substance 
of independence. In Egypt to-das^ according to the 
Statute, there is Independence, and yet Eord Eloyd was 
able to seal the doors of the Egyptian Parliament two 
years ago. Mr, Henderson, the' Foreign Minister in 
England, refused to give real independence to Egypt, 
which is more united, which possess a greater right to 
independence and which has a more varied population; 
even that country is still under the 
domination of British Imperialism. Let there be no 
doubt that the delegation of the Congress cannot hope to 
get anything better than what the Eg>ptians received 
from the - British Government, and therefore if the 
Working Committee do not wish to share the same 
fate as the Spanish Armada which went to England 
and returned empty-handed, it Is our duty not to allow 
the Working Committee to fall into the pitfall so 
cleverly laid. With these few words I oppose this 
Resolution. 
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t Attitude of NeiilralilF. 

I , 

4.. Swami Govindatiand then made the following 

statement* 

I believe I am voicing the sentiments of the forward 
party in the Indian National Congress and the large 
masses of the Indian people, when I state that the 
Gandhi-Irwin Pact has set back the clock of India’s 
progress to Independence. To the inner mind of our 
nation the Truce is both disappointing and unaccep- 
table, The left wing of, or the forward party in the 
Congress had at first thought of opposing the ratification 
of the Truce terms but we felt that it will not be in 
the best interests of our country nor will it conduce to. 
the attainment or winning of independence to offer 
our opposition to the Gandhi- Irwin Truce by moving 
our counter' resolution. Since Mahatma Gandhi has 
immense faith in the potentialities of this pact and 
since he is most anxious to be given an 
opportunity logo to the E..T.C. in order to bring the gift of 
“Purna Swarajya” or what he is pleased to call the 
“Substance of Independence,^’ not real Independence of 
course, for the enjoyment of the enthralling, oppressed and 
exploited people of India, we, the forward party, have 
deliberately come to the conclusion that we should 
neither oppose him, nor obstruct him nor embarrass 
him in any way, we wish to give him his full chance to 
extort the water of I/ibarat:on out of this stone of a 
Round Table Conference, We do not want to obstruct 
him for the simple reason that the blame of wrecking 
the R. T. C. may not fail upon us, for we have no 
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doubt its our mind that we caunot wiu our ludepeu- 
de!3ce from the E., T.' C. 

Thia is the first time in the lifetime of Mahatmaji 
when he is going t o bring to India Puma Swarajya by 
means of negotiations at the R* T. C. It may not be 
said against us that we did not allow Mahatmaji to give 
full and free scope to his diplomatic sagacity and acumen 
to wrest at the Round Table Conference by means of his 
persuasive logic and sweet reasonableness, the substance 
of Independence. For this purpose he wants to go to the 
R. T. C. as the accredited ambassador on behalf of the 
whole nation. 

We betieye that the country was sufficiently strong 
to carry on the fight for another twelve months and that 
the time had not yet come for calling off the Civil Disobe- 
dience movement in as much as the Government had not 
yet been hastened into a mood Jo surrender to our terms. 
As it is the victorious Indian Army has surrendered prac- 
tically unconditionally. 

We assure the Working Committee that while not 
lowering the flag of complete Independence we shall 
nevertheless allow them full latitude to pursue their matter 
of winning Independence by means of negotiations at the 
R. T. C. and if they really bring Independence from it we 
shall examine its contents and if they are found to contain 
real Independence, all glory to them, we shall raise our 
hats and offer salutations to them for getting us Indepen- 
dence so cheap. But should they return empty handed, 
may we request them to be equally generous to us, to 
afford us our opportunity to win India's fre^^ 
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mg over to us the control of the Congress organisation. 

Tbe ratification of the truce terms has caitsed con- 
sternation and deep resentment among the youth of 
India, but we are trying to control them and exercising 
all influence with them to remain silent during the 
period of the truce but if and when the R. T. C. fails, we 
expect MahatmaJI to bless our programme of a universal 
strike and Satyagraha and if he cannot join us, though 
we do earnestly beg of him to lead the next battle also, 
he shall at least allow us full freedom to carry on the 
fight, for we too want to have our chance, 

Under the circumstances land Cong! essmen of my 
thinking have resolved to abstain from taking any part in 
the debate and voting on the resolutions on the Provisio- 
nal Settlement and allied questions, 

Mr, Meharally’s Views 

Sjt. Meharally from Bombay addreSvSed as follows:— 

In rising to speak on this resolution, I must express 
my gratitude to the President for giving me an opportunity 
to express my views, which I venture to believe, are also 
the views of a great many of the representatives of the 
Youth of India, who are attending this Congress. Believ- 
ing that diplomatic silence after tbe fashion of the present- 
day politicians, would be unworthy both of the youth 
and the ideals for which the present war was waged 
against the British Governient, I consider it my obvious 
duty to say plainly and unequivocally, what we young 
men and women feel on the subject. 
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I feel, like them, that the Tniee is a great trimiipb 
for British diplomacy. I feel, that the victorious car 
of national purpose has been halted at a most inoppor- 
tune moment and that the sudden damming up of the 
national energy at the height of its manifestation, will 
have very serious and grave consequences. The first 
fruit of this is already before us in the ghastly recru- 
descence of the inter-communal strife that has broken 
at Cawnpore. We ail know that the same thing happened 
after the sudden cessation of the ISTott* Co-operation move- 
ment in 1922, The energy of the masses, once generated, 
must be used and directed, so long as it is available. 
That this energy has not been used as it demands to 
be used, is greatest psyehoJogical objection to the Truce, 
Nor do we accept the platitude that the Nation was 
tired of fight and wanted some breathing time to recupe" 
rate. I^et there be no mistake about it. If anybody was 
tired of the Fight, it was not the rank and file of the 
Congress, it was not the masses of the people, but it was 
the British Government, which found its trade destroyed, 
its might unaviling and its international prestige 
completely shattered. For these, among other reasons 
we regard the Tritee as a great national mistake. 

I also wish it to be ciearly understood that our funda- 
mental objection is not so mueh to the term of the Truce, 
as to the Truce itself. The term are unsatisfactory 
and might have been better. But that is not our 
point. We do not wish to pick holes in the Gandhi- 
Irwin Settlement because a demand here is given up 
and a demand there is not pressed Oiir objection is 
one of principle—it is against the politics of compromise. 


78 


To Its, any compromise with British Imperialism is 
inconceivable. We do not believe in the change of 
heart theory, to which Mahatmaji attaches such great 
importance. To our mind. Imperialism has no heart 
to change, it has only pockets to fill, and the only 
argument it will understand is not the sweet reason- 
ableness of our statesmen but the weapon of coercion, 
of nonviolent coercion in onr case which we wielded 
with such success in the past year. 

Finally, I wish to urge that Freedom to us, does 
not merely connote the substitution of a government 
composed of our countrymen for the present foreign 
occupants. Complete Independence, to us, means the 
ending for all time to come of this ceaseless, heart- 
rending game of exploitation of man by man, of the 
masses by the classes, of the supressed castes, by the 
so-called upper classes, of the subjects by their rulers 
be they coloured or colourless, the most hideous expre- 
ssion of which is the rule of the British Imperialism in 
India. That is why we are opposed tooth and nail, to 
the philosophy of adjustment For that reason we 
stand not for both the Indian Princes and their subjects, 
not for both the landlord and the peasant, not for both 
the copitalist and the worker, not for both the untouch- 
able and those who have made him so but for the 
subjects of the Native States against their feudal rulers, 
for the peasant against the landlord, for the worker against 

the capitalist, for the so-called untouchable against 
orthodoxy. 



At the beginning of the fight, Mahatmaji himself 
told us: "Do away with the Empire with all its cruel 
concommitants, with Truth and Non-violence as your 
weapons and you will not merely have freed India from 
a crushing foreign domination, but you will succeed in 
showing the way to the exploited races of the world 
for freeing themselves for ever,” Inspired by such 
ideals Young India plunged headlong into the fight, 
and filled the hospitals and jails of the country with 
its too willing and freedom intoxicated volunteers. 
Now at the end of the most glorious year in the history 
of India, we are confronted with a stern and paralysing 
Truce. "You will understand us if we are disappointed 
and chagrin is writ on onr faces, for hopes were raised 
in us which were encouraged by Mahatmaji himself, that we 
would be instrumental in destroying for all time to 
come the forces of exploitation which holds India in 
their clutches.” 

For the moment all our ■ hopes are shattered and 
our hearts are heavy with sadness. Only our revolut- 
ionary faith saves us from allowing despair. Our 
analysis leads us to believe, that grave disillusionment 
is in store for Mahatmaji and his colleagues, and that 
in a short time they will have to resume hostilites. 
The recent events point to that. The- non-release of 
all political prisoners, the grudging and partial return 
of confiscated property, the blood of Bhagat Singh, 
Rajguru and Sukhdev, show in which direction the 
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wind blows. Once more the Congress will have to give 
the clarion call to the fighters to restart the struggle, 
fighters who since the declaration of the Truce have 
receded in the background, yielding their places to 
those that kept back during the war-to the Birlas, 
Purshottamdas Thakurdas’s, Walchand Hirachands, 
Huseinbhai Taljis, who are now out and busy in making 
efiForts to obtain the fruits of the suffering and 
sacrifices of others. So let it be. We patiently await 
the call to fight, "inqilab Zindabad”. 

Mr. Tyab Shaikh from Karnatak was about to 
speak in English when he was interrupted by the 
the audience with cries of ‘Hindi’, ‘Hindi’. 
Accordingly he addressed in Hindi. 
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Tayal 3 Sliskli’s Speeoli. 

3r»rr^ ^ ^ ?is w?s> ^ 3^!T 

?=icr^^f ^ fl 

l I S 3 %m< g 5 ^Sr 
1 ^ 3T%K^ qra 
fm m. 3i|tW mm (Indepemieiico) 

f<3i>f3^ r^mm: 5ir%R^ fe^is 

^TT fiTT? 3W^ 3«r(3 ^if F^ Wf^If 

i?i 1 1 6C^ ®ri-5rf5r%, sgr^f # ^ sr}?: 

^ei3i'^r 13 ^T^r4t3 1 

%5^rsrT^ % ^n: 13J=^ ^ ^ =ErT^ 

3^% >33151 ^ I 33:T=Eft 

^ 3f '=#*3: 3t >^3 3JT 3T^ 33 3^=? 

g> 33 .; 

Ha was foiloweil by Dr. Alaiu, wlio supporting 
tba rssolniion, spoke ki urdu. (Vide Hindi report) 

3133 ^ 3?3T3 33 33^3 31^^ f i? 3Jlf fe 
33 % 3f^ 3(3 3T?3T3 3^ 33^ % fe 3^ 3513^51 
53T |. 3|; I f533T3 3Tf Sf}?: g^TIT^ 3T3ir>f 

133;? 3lf3 33 3:3? fe^Tf % 3 ’<13 3??S:'3f % 3353 
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Mr. Sardesai from Poona opposing ilie resoletien 
spols© in Hindi. 

t srrq^i sfRr ^ %ir j g% sn^ at^: q?: 

^iJfTS'rt q?: ^aFTR r|! I q? (Onesided) | 5?q aq; 

ff feqr I q| ^?ir Jiff 1% ffr# sq? q;? ?!% qqr 
fJT qjf ^?qjcr | q? qrq ^ff #q q% f§i?raf fttrl % M 
I ifqsr j qqr?^'^ (Goverments^ ^ ?!qqT?t^ 
% qif IRlt qJi^fR ‘ti^ ^Espi^d ^T%g qgl fe I ciqRfiqi^ aiq H 
gq qict qfr q;| a^Bar | siai (Govei-ment) sftqq 

aRT fC==^R'qR aiR qi nq^q^a trq; ej^jt SRa'fai 

qiR %l qq# taa’ q;!? Ir ?;qKft ^ \ (Govenneni) ffqjfqq 
id 'R %t| faqR qgf sTtai 1 q?q^ qaaqrar^ qjf ^ qif^^l 
Sraw q^c =q?i fGovements gents) m qrti^ q 3 iiq % qit 
q 5 fl%^ q;?^ I; # f^?iY a^ a qi\Sq n‘ split It qnr | era 
ql =qqjr ^ sriqr 1 tmee cTT =qq 

Tfi|^ ^ qia I gq qfq qtq q %qj ai^if ^ft ^ ^"'^f 

^ ^tr Picketing -qqitt q qtr, qpT^: gq qq 

qTaqqq qq Ir R?T 5 q gj q^ |. 



Mr, Sen Gupta’s Warm Support. 


Mr» Sen Gupta who was greeted with cries of 
“Inqulb Zindabad'', supporting the resolution said;— 

Mr, President and friends ’-It has been said by 
Mr, Jamnadas Mehta that the resolution moved by 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in the open session of the 
Congress to-night and brought before the Subjects 
Committee by Mahatma Gandhi himself goes against 
not only the letter but the spirit of the Independence 
resolution adopted at Lahore. My friends, Mr. Mehta 
suffers along with many of our countrymen from the 
malady of inferiorty complex. Mr, Mehta, I am sorry 
to say, thinks according to the teachings of the Bri- 
tish, that the Indian nation can never shake off the 
British domination in India. Mr. Mehta has not yet 
realised that the great movement which was led by 
Mahatma Gandhi, which was inaugurated by the Indian 
National Congress, during the last twelve months, has 
demonstrated the whole world except perhaps a few in 
India like Mr. Mehta, that the Congress has got stupen- 
dous power behind it, that the Congress has got the 
Indian masses behind it, that the Congress, today, if 
it will, could upset the British Government in this 
country in no time whatsoever, (Hear, hear). And 
therefore when Mr. Mehta talked about logic bringing 
independence, and chidtng at the presence, if at all, of 
the Congressmen at the Round Table Conference, 
he forget that it was not thtbugh. talking or 
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through sweet reasonableness or through pressure of 
logic that Mahatma Gandhi proposes to get Swaraj and 
complete independence for India, He proposes— -and 
he had demonstrated to you and to the rest of the 
world—he proposes to wrest independence for India 
by the strength of the masses in the civil disobedience 
movement, which would be restarted immediately on 
the refusal of the British to part with power. Sweet 
reasonableness, pressure of logic, debate, we do not 
count on these things. We count on the power of the 
Indian National Congress and the Indian nation itself. 

My friends, we all talk about the British 
connection. In this independence the old 
British connection of the master and slave, the 
old British connection of imperial and imperious Britain, 
and the dependency of India must end. It is on that 
basis that the old relationship is to end. Those who are 
opposed to this resolution sey, “tet us first cut off the 
British connection, and for a period let there be no con- 
nection, equal or otherwise, with Britain. If necessary, 
after a year or after two years or after 5 years if we think 
in the interests of India any alliance is necessary with 
any power on earth-— and if it is necessary even with 
Britain — ^we will think about it; we might even have it’* 
I again say that these people do not realise at this very 
moment the force of the Indian nation, the power that 
we have organised in ourselves, the power that we have 
developed in the nation. We shall need Mahatma 
Gandhi again. Those gentlemen do not realise the 
the gigantic power that the Indian nation has to-day 
behind Mahatma Gandhi’s leadersMpj and it is that 
which will give us swaraj. and it is that which will at 
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one stroke break the British connection as it exists 
tO“day. The British connection of master and 
slave, the British connection of exploiter and exploited, 
that connection ends. And there is going to be equal 
partnership, if at all, which can be ended at will either 
by India or by Britain, 

My friends, don’t be under the impression that 
Mahatma Gandhi means by this resolution that the 
Congress is certain to go to the Round Table Conference. 
ISTothing of the kind. In the very second sentence 
of the resolution you find these words ‘Tn the event of 
the way being otherwise open to the Congress to be 
represented at any Conference, etc.” You know that 
there may be not one but several causes arising between 
now and the time for joining this Conference, which 
might stop the Congress Delegation from joining this 
Conference, at all My friends, we congressmen mean 
to exact the pound of flesh out of the terms of the truce, 
and if a single prisoner, who is covered by the terms of 
the truce, is not released within a leasonable time, there 
will be a breach of the truce on the part the British 
Government in India, and in the event of any other terms 
being broken by the Indian Government in the matter 
either of the concession under the terms to manufacture 
salt or with regard to the question of picketing and boycot 
of foreign cloth, if there is any breach of any term, the 
way is clear for us to refuse to go to the Round Table 
conference. Not only is it clear, but it will be our bounden 
duty to tell the British Government and to tell the world 
and to tell you, -brother delegates, that there has been*a clear 
breach of the terms of the truce on the part of the BrltiSih 
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GovernmeBt, and we cannot go to thia Conference. 
There may be other causes confronting us before we 
can go to the Round Table Conference. Can you 
imagine the Indian National Congress under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi going to this Round 
Table Conference without first settling the Hindu- 
Muslim-Sikh controversy? It is impossible to imagine 
any self-respecting nation, any self-respecting leader like 
Mahatma Gandhi, thinking of going to the Round Table 
Conference without first settling the question of Hindu - 
Muslim dispute ; without this solution he is not going 
there and humiliate the nation by being told by the 
British “ We are going to settle your differences.” 

My friends, there are many difiSculties in the way 
of the Congress. But we have entered into this truce, 
and we are not going* to break the terms of the truce. 
We aie going to be faithful to it. There are other 
matters which Mahatma Gandhi will explain to you. 
(At this stage the President rang the bell). My time is 
up. All I ask you to do is this. Remember that never 
in the history of modern India did you see a spectacle 
of the high and mighty representative of the British 
Government in India talking and negotiating and 
pleadingon eqnal terms with Mahatma Gandhi, the 
representative of the India nation. For the first time 
in the history of modern India has this been done. 
That is the recognition of power behind the frail men, 
the power of the nation. And if you get independence 
at all through this Conference, if the Congress goes to 
this Conference at all, as I said before, it will not be 
because of our arguments. I^ord Irwin did not make that 



offer to the Congress in tbe I^egisktive Assembly* merely 
because of Mahatma Gandhi. He offered terras, he 
asked us to go near him to negotiate, because he knew 
that behind the Indian National Congress was the 
strength of the whole natiom 

My friends, give us that strength. Give Mahatma 
that strength. One must go to a peace table even 
after a bloody war. Even after you have carried your 
revolutionary movement to a successful issue, what is 
it that you expect to do ? Yon have to sit at a peace 
table with the enemy and discuss terms, whether after 
a non-violent or violent war. It is for you to say now 
that we do not want to break the truce terms and let 
the world ^ judge. If the terms are 
broken by Government, we will not go to the Con- 
ference. We will know what to do next. If the truce 
terms are kept honourably by the other side, let the 
charge not be made against congressmen and their 
leader that the greatest and the most honourable of 
men failed in the hour of need to keep untarnished the 
honour and honesty of the Indian nation. (Cheers) • 

Mr. Salyamurthi’a Speech. 

Mr. S. Satyamurthi, who was cheered on ascending 
the rostrum, spoke in English as follows; — 

Mr. President, Brother Delegates, Eadies and Gentle- 
men. I rise at this late hour to support the resolution 
and ask you to give your unanimous vote for it on the 
following grounds. I ask you to read the resolution 
as a whole. The resolution asks you to endorse the 
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Gajidhi-Irwin Pact, which means that on onr side the 
Civil Disobedience Movement is to be sitspended, and 
on their side the Government are to cease all hostility 
directed against that movement* I claim that, so far 
as we are concerned, the Civil Disobedience Movement 
has been suspended. It is for the Government to 
complete its part of the undertaking. My first reason 
for asking you to accept that pact is that I consider it 
is an honourable truce. As Mr. Sen Gupta said, for the 
first time in the history of the British occupation of 
India, the Congress has been treated by the Government 
of India on absolutely equal terms. And they 
have also promised to restore the status quo ante. 
I want that the Government should fulfil, in 
letter and in spirit, the undertaking given by the 
Viceroy in his Chelmsford Club speech the other day 
that the Government will do everything in their power 
to honour and promote the spirit of the agreement. 
They can best do it by responding to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s appeal in the interview which he gave to 
journalists, after the truce was signed, wherein he 
asked the Police officers and Civil servants to remember 
that they are the servants and not the masters of the 
Indian nation. 

Then, Sir there is one other matter, on which 
there has been great feeling expressed in the speeches 
against the resolution. It is the question of what are 
called the ‘safeguards.” I am satisfied that the Viceroy 
in his Chelmsford Club speech, has promised the Congress 
and the country that no safeguards need be accepted 
by us unless [they are proved to be in the interests of 
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India. If those safeguards are also in the interests of 
X; ’ .Great Britain, we shall not grumble.' ,B,ut we shall 

/ accept no safeguard-and if the Viceroy’s speech is to be 

accepted by the British Government, as I hope it will 
be-they cannot in fairness ask us to accept a single 
safeguard which cannot, in the words of the resolution, 
be ‘‘demonstrably necessary in the interests of India.” 



So far as complete independence is concerned, on 
which Mr. Jamnadas Mehta laid great stress, I want 
tOi draw your attention to the words in the resolution, 
which ask the delegation to the Round Table Conference 
to press for and obtain the right to either party to end 
the partnership at will. Dominion status with the 
right to separate at any time is the same thiug as 
Independence so far as practical purposes are concerned. 

The third point that I want to make is this. 
This delegation does not go with a blanche. It 

goes with a definite direction from the Indian 
National Congress, that it shall ask for and obtain 
control over the defence forces. This means control 
over the army expenditure, and one of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s eleven points is that the army expenditure should 
be immediately halved. No Swaraj Government can carry 
on for three months, which spends 55 crores over its 
army. No Swaraj is worth any thing, which means that 
you have got to defend this country by a mercenary army 
on that colossal scale. Then the Delegation shall press 
for and obtain control over external affairs. India can no 
longer tolerate the position that all England’s enemies 
are India’ enemies, that all England’s friends are India’s 
friends. We win make our own alliances and our own 



friendships. Last but not least, this Delegation 
is to ask for and obtain control over finance, fiscal and 
economic policy. And I am certain and that the Congress 
Delegation will press for and obtain this for us, namely, 
that a free India will be entitled to pursue any industrial, 
economic or fiscal policy, which it considers to be in 
the interests of this country, even though it may mean 
some discrimination against non-nationals* That is as 
much as we should get. 

I quite recognise, Sir, that on the question of adjust- 
ments there is a carte blanche given to this Delegation* 
T want the Congress to trust that Delegation, because 
they cannot accept any adjustments, unless they are de* 
monstrably necessary in the interests of India. And I 
ask you to do this because of the history of Mahatma 
Gandhi. This is the fourth time that the British Govern- 
ment in India have seen fit to negotiate with him. First 
in 1922 Lord Reading wanted to deal with him. The 
year before last, Lord Irwin wanted to negotiate with 
him. Then came Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
Mr. Jayafcar to negotiate. On all these occasions, he 
remained adamant. Now if Mahatma Gandhi has agreed 
to negotiate, there must be good reason for it, and we 
can well trust him, in the absolute certainty that he is not 
going to surrender India-s position, by one jot or tittle. 

There are just one or two matters on which the 
Congress and myself would be glad to hear Mahatma 
Gandhi. What is the position of the Indian States in the 
new federation? If I know Mahatma Gandhi’s mind at all, 
I venture to say that the interests of the subjects of the 
Indian States are absolutely safe :n his hands. I also 
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hope that he will give some inklmg of the mature of Ike 
coinmuna! settlement we should arrive at before we go to 
the Rotmd Table Conference. And in any case, sir, I 
want to conclude by saying that the position which those 
of us who may think that we may not get 
what we want, if he goes to the Conference, is 
summed up in my friend, Babu Subash Chandra Bose's 
statement to the Subjects Committee meeting two days 
ago. I want to say, Sir, that if the settlement is accepted 
by the Congress and the country, it is not because it is 
satisfactory or meets our demands, but because the country 
and the Congress have absolute faith in the Mahatma's 
leadership, and want to stand by him and to send him 
to the Round Table Conference as the representative of the 
Indian people yearning for freedom. As a wise English* 
man said recently, if to-day there is anyone standing between 
India and anarchy, it is Mahatma Gandhi. If Great 
i Britain does not settle with Mahatma Gandhi, then there 

is no power on earth which will stand between India and 
anarchy. I ask you, therefore knowing that we may fail 
but hoping that we may succeed, to send him on our behalf 
to England. If he returns with what we want, all of us 
will be happy. If be returns without getting what he and 
others are yearning to get, I know he will lead the struggle 
with redoubled vigour, and, I hope, God willing, to com- 
plete victory for India, which will then be a completely 
free Tudia^ 

One word more and I have done. We have a right 
to say that Great Britain has come down to-day to deal 
with Mahatma Gandhi on absolutely equal terms. It is 
not because there has been a sudden chatige of heart on her 
part* Great Britain now realisi#6 fully that we are awake, 
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thal we mean business. I^et us give Britain a cbance to 
fulfil her word. If we break any, if we sulk, if we refuse 
to play our part, if we do not lay our cards on the tabic, 
world opinion which is on our side to-day, may be against 
us. We shall do nothing which will offend world- opinion. 
We want to place our cards on the table. We have no 
quarrel with the outside world. If Great Britain concedes 
our demands, all will be well. But if Great Britain does 
not concede our just demands, world opinion will be 
ranged on our side. 

Secondly, I ask you to have faith in ourselves. We 
have shown during the last twelve months that we can 
give battle to the foreign bureaucracy. It is the part of a 
coward to say and feel that we have no strength, that 
we are weak, that it is no use going to the Round Table 
Conference. The brave man, knowing his strength, is 
wiling to negotiate, and to re-start the battle, when nego- 
tiations fail. I^ast, but not least, we owe it to ourselves 
and Mahatma Gandhi that we should try our best to be 
faithful to the settlement. It is only a truce. The final 
peace is yet to come. Let ns go then to the Round Table 
Conference. If we get what we want, we shall accept it. 
Meantime, we have enough work to do, and I ask you to 
concentrate upon it. I hope that every delegate with 
open eyes will vote for the resolution, so that when 
Mahatma Gandhi walks in the streets of London, he will 
walk as the embodied soul of India yearning for freedom. 
[Cheers) » 

Khan Abdul GafFar Khan {popularly known as the 
*Gandhi of the Frontier’) then spoke in Hindi further 
supporting the resolution. 


(Vide Hindi Version) 


Khan Ahdal Gafar Khan’s Speech. 

^ gsfl I H ^ Cfi «n 3Rr ^ ^ 

»rWT qfsft s% ^15^ I I % 3«'?^T 
srsf ?rt g i ^ m 

f ^ sn^n't ( ^ 

gi5?IT 1 fe 3I1?rt*it %T W?Ttin a't % ^’I'C 

g^T fldsr I nstfsrt ^ 3f'^?: 'H5K ’ll 

q^T wx ^ % q^ni ?5| feaiq; 3ii?l5r i 5r?<>sii 

% f^gsTT gn %T ^t^X I IclSfT §t 

kx qi^ ?t \ le ^ 5*T aiqfqwlf 

wl R w^T f^q? I ffqsy qaqt qsi liqr ^e[r %x f^qi 
fqt qf 5t % % ^q gfianrrq qsr 

3iq;3ara q? I % fe^siq; if qq % q^sa 

propoganda q;?: ^qqfl | % qqjlH fqaiqf qt5?iT f f|j 

iq ^q^tq ^ qq qmh 1 1 iq min^ t 

fm a^Jiqt 1 1 » 

gqsr^'t q?? fq^ ^q.qt siqqqi qi qil-q qe# ^q?i 
q ^ I qq qqT ^ ^^qiqf qq ^q i qlsiqi^ % 

q.gi qr ^ ftlTW 5!^ %i ^qiq qf^ ^qr % fq qq% 
q^c 3[‘q %t qqit 1 1 fq ansr^ ^ q'q 


^ <1^ 's^rntT 

fS5f 37I3T? 5| d ?T^ m I 

m I ^ m^l 3TT5JT? tribes ^ 11 % ^ fn% 
ST^W % ^fr gsidt e't ?t g?! 
si'dsr 3i^m 5f§1 ’8r5fi?!% ^!%5i 

gfSt^ % ftn^ gsi: ^T | fe 

51^ 59l!R% It^T t at ^esi ^ ^ 

i?r k Jisi li 3 it>^ stIc ^-is k 

?\% ^1 551^1 1 »i f^55, raw, 

m sitsiT^ %iJrt =511^^ 1 1 'Ka'- t q;^ 

%.f sarc 3 tI?: ^!f ®r'Kdf?=!?f ^ ^^3 erir 

itm g^T^^T iw fT %il ciTicr 

*1^1 31) 3JT31T^ §t% ^ ft« 
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Mahatma Gandhi, who was cheered to the 
echo on .mounting the rostrum, sapportiog the 
resolution first spoke in Hindi and then addressed 
the session in English as follows:— 

?iT fsHi k ^ ^ sr i 

% n?rT «tT asftq ^ fs igsisiT =5rftit i ^ 

^ 3 Ti| 5 | 

stIc «it% ^ wi| ^ tM I % 

fee? f|55 g^wef ^ ?ns[ 

1 1 « BTik kt qf^rsf f; f&n 

1 : 5 ; I ik 9«3fe'?;?r q;?: |» 

!5?et siff ^J?ir ‘^ki qn sik 

?5^?« %T 1 1 R T. 0. % m\ ik wf?i h?kt3 

I 3JR I % R. T. C- % 

fft^t qjk 55551 1 ^ 5 ^ 5:531 % ^55 

sitifm ^i| « 5tif sTgl R. T. c. 5:f m 

55 ^ aram 1 1 ^tI 55Fr 5t1f ^ 155 : ik 

aiTSIT^'^ fil55 I *r €t 3?I5n3T I % 

55 551 5(T 55t 551 51% 1 1 %[ Sf 51^ 

SiRRlT % 55 55f % I # 55 



in | arnt: 5J«i» % m\ n m\ 

^r m % 3*iT5 I ?rf mn^ ft; 

m I ft; I ^sr 

SRt # %Kk 5I??lT5r?i ^ ft® 

^ W *f^ ^T®T % 3^1; ft® ^ ¥rd ^ I 

^ aftfi ^ 1 ft; in wftf % ®#»t ftt®% e.«i 

^rnt HI ft;ni I wn engirt ^ ^*t| 

it ml ®w tnsT % affrsft ^d, nf<f ^ 

n we 3t^ I g®^ n^nit sit <i;it nr ft; 

5tt t t®H nr ftirl ft® n| nt ^ir m 
n® ftjir ni tTi if gfgtt % t inrV jf®^ 

«1| iw ^ ti® til I «:# tra mlf | m tm ftm 

niitT i 1% initTi nn d nni | ^ ®t ftirl gt 
in^ ni ftini i m ftii? itt tt 5:3 tiin ^ 
t mri gt ftic t®^ sn% ^ ftira® 1 ift 1 
ttift ftftFIimi % ^If ft; m ccR ti 3ift 
atK 1 1 taint 1 ft: in hr ni ^<» tl aif Itit: | 

^i ni Sni® a «e^ ft in^ nig® tit f®nT ni 
ft td n« * 1 % I ^gi tit^ gtnrnit at Ht; it ®itI 
WK ®®gi I iq na * 1 ^ f® Taft gn^ar ^®r 

mi l m ®t n1 ai1 t;i^ ft gn^lat sRtit srtat; 
in« ^ I in Init I at «tl tin I ft tnait 


3113 it ^31 % 31*? f3 113 =5^3 3fl 

mi f» 33> ^?IT 3 i;3:% 3t f flT^ g?K 3 3T 

33 % ?!T3 SWR't 31% ^ ni i 3it31i> ^Ilfi «l^3r | 
^3133 333 33313^ 3T3I 5RT %% 3t ?II 3?TfSf 
333T33 ^3 3f#% ^31T f3 33"f ^5|I 

313*: ^5% I ^ !I®TTft itm 3^ 33%%! 3TT3 %:?03t 
3f ,1 33131 311% it I 333 31^3 

3;%€tl;i Ht ^31% ft 31 3 33^ % 31 WlItJfT ^3% 
33T I %m fe% 313%! 313*: gjff^ \\ 3TTlf33! % 

ki i^^n #crt 333 3 ?t i»i I 3 T*rc 3113 3;% 

fe 33 31*! irtfl^' 3t 13 3t 3?U% %33I I 13I*J 
31 3i3f 113t3a^ % ^*t I kj 333 *:f^’ 

Kill 311^ ^3^' 3II3%3 5^3T 1:3 3^ 31 ^3%t 
333 3i3i: 31 «3|r 3HOTr 3# 3t Still 


Ilf si: ^ 1 1 m sfrl ss 

I sTnl «if 5ift i^«Pt?iT 1 1 11^ 31% l ent 

It fie> left q?t d*Ti grtq# 

Diofcator ^ I arinfi; mnl 1 st pTfnJi | at 
srrqljT tt^TcRt sft sRtfqi i sTql ^ gir q^ ^q'T 
% q? fwaeiT k qT^oT I q>T5t k anq fsf 

It 3TTqql ijri’’ %q;iqa q^lf | at alaqiaf I 

3Tfl[q I qj^JIT ^fS^T ^ nifsll Sai«^ gq qf 

q;?qi I ft; sj^st I j^rql*. 

sne Delegation ^ snqtll STxST | 

mx m 3i5sr I qfti wtsIt qf | ft: 

sugll qt qiiqq ftjqr STq. WIS I ftiSRSq^- 

qqnc^fl q?! wfs fsi i 


sis^qiif % i I ?*i«T %?ir I 

sitifctT i; < ®tiif ^ 3f!! fs!!iT % qnst?! Ik era 

?elr <Ki?i?i f 3n If m ^sri 

eifar ^ fsR jfl: ?ra1f % q^fr ^tsrr^ftft ^ 

gJifei siiif 1 H% fe es? ^il: i g% 

jIst *t^ ffloST I Ifr fk^ 

% afrKT't?! wraf ^ gir f iw t If 

^raR I fsiw 3[t fn2T% % fet? I 

3iT3iTq: ^ ^siqsT fei eq;^ 1 1 mcr sfr|f 

ft; ^ q?: in ecnrawt kx elc* 1 ^ 

1*? nt k^K I en# ft; ftsf^ii q;t otIi k^i 5t*raf 

51^ 1 1 It nq; sTOR Ik fte > gisq?; ^if 
ftsTr "^ qsT ftRi^l q^T ?>n 1 etii qt ^ gt 
*r§f tlm I qjRgt q^l: « ft;e^'^ gea't it gif 

I If ?if 3RT t 5W?lf f* qi SIRte g;t qi 
fe gql: %t 51153 q;tT qi ^ wt % sa®^ gr'^sft M 
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37‘^3ft H ^ I gt 3?’5t3ft W |q: 

I 3iq asr'^jif ^ fH3r?rt f,’ %r ar'^ !i!^q qt® 
^cir i: 3a;T?T « 3if\ift ^?5sfT r|r arqgt 

Wgif W?5J| I TcTT I 

gqiq— .^T gr»q qi: gilic gqqi^Tf^ 

1 1 ( ®rTqT% ari?'' ^ %.mk ?lf«r 5i«r 

qST^ qfqiq fq? I fcR^ qt 
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Mahatma Gandhrs speech ia English 

Mahatma Gandhi, who was cheered to the echo, 
mounting the rostrum, supporting the resolution, first 
spoke in Hindi and then addressed the session in 
English as follows:-* 

Several Andhra friends have given a letter to 
Sardar Vallabha Bhai, and I know it is their wish that 
I should say a few words in English, But the time is 
moving fast. I must be brief. ^ 

I do not wish to cover the same ground that has 
been covered by several speakers. But I will say one or 
two words with reference to^wbat has been left out in 
the resolution before you. One thing that has been left 
out is the federation. What is the meaning of the word 
‘‘federation ’*? Is it a federation between the princes or 
the states on the one hand and the provinces put 
together on the other. What ate the conditions under 
which that federation is to take place? We do not know 
these things altogether. The princes have taken up this 
position, namely, that there shall be no intervention on 
the part of the federal government in their internal affairs. 
All I have suggested in this connection is that they should 
acknowledge that the fundamental rights of the 
people of the States should be the same as those of 
the citizens in what is called British India. If 
those rights are guaranteed under the federal constitu- 
tion, then there should be naturally some federal 
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itistitution to protect those rights, i. e* a federal supreme 
court or whatever you might like to call it, to whom an 
appeal would lie, I hope the princes will of their own 
accord, recognise these two things. Then there 
should be representation for the people of the 
states. It would be somewhat ofj a dero- 
gation from the absolute sovereignty which the 
princes enjoy, to do this. But if they would be part 
of a federation in which the larger part is to be governed 
by a spirit of democracy, it is up to them voluntarily to 
part with some of their power. 

The second question is in connection with the 
tfmdu -Muslim pact. Supposing that we do not arrive 
at any settlement what-so-ever over this very delicate 
matter, what is to be the position of the Congress? So far 
as I can see at the present moment, it will be useless for 
the Congress delegation to take part in the Conference, if 
we cannot possibly arrive at a proper communal solution. 
But I am not able just now to give you my final decision 
or final opinion. I do not know. Many things may 
happen, which may make it necessary or highly desir- 
able that the Congress delegation should take part in the 
Conference. But that is for the future really to decide, 

I warn the English speaking people that next year 
they would not call upon a single speaker to speak in 
English. I hope that by next year they will have 
learned sufficient Hindustani to be able to follow 
the proceedings and really be able to speak in Hindus- 
tani. also. Day after day and year after year we our- 
selves have accustomed the people to consider Hindus- 
tani as the common language for inter- provincial 
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intercotirse. Now it is too late to retrace oitr steps 
md habituate vast audiences to English. 

I would say one thing more. You are not bound to 
acce’^t the resolution, because there is a Mahatma 
beh it, for because there is the Working Committee 
be^ id it. You are not bound, if this Settlement does 
not commend itself to you, to accept the resolution. 
On the contrary, you are in duty bound, if 
this settlement cannot commend itself to you, to 
reject it summarily. If the Congress rejects the 
settlement summarily, nothing can possibly be said 
against the Congress. The Congress is the paramount 
authority. The Working Committee is its creature. 
The action taken by the Working Committee, or taken 
by myself, may not commend itself to you. There 
should be, therefore, no question of toleration or 
patronage. It is open to everyone of you, to every 
section here, to reject this resohition and to repudiate 
the settlement if you wish to. But if you endorse the 
settlement, then it is also your duty actively to support 
it, carry out all its terms faithfully and honourably 
and do the various things which are set before you in the 
resolution, so that you daily increase the power of the 
Congress and make it possible for its dele- 
gations to vindicate its position of the Congress and 
possibly to bring the very thing for which you have 
suffered for the last twelve months. 

One thing more. If this delegation goes as fat as 
the Conference, it does not mean that the delegation 
will bring in its pocket poorna swaraj. If it does not 
bring poorna swaraj, it does not mean that it returns 
humiliated. Nothing of the kind. All that we expect 
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to be able to do is to go and tell tbe British 
people, the British Ministers, what we want, and if 
we do not get what the Congress expects the delegation to 
accept within the terms of the resolution, we are 
bound to return empty-handed and receive compliments 
from you, and not curses. But you 'will be entitled to 
give us curses if we return having sold the interests of 
the country. That is what you have a perfect right 
to do. But it will not be proper for you to say, 
**you were not able to fulfil your promises.” No promise 
has ever been made. No promise is being made now 
that if the deputation goes to the Conference, whether 
here or in i^ngland, or enter upon further negotiations, 
that delegation is going to bring poorna Swaraj. Poorna 
Swaraj will come when it does come, when the full 
authority of the Congress has been manifested, and not 
a minute before. All that I promise faithfully to you 
on my own behalf and on behalf of any delegation that 
you might wish to send with me is that we shall not be 
disloyal to the Congress in any shape or form. (Cheers) 

After Mahatma Gandhi’s speech the closure was 
applied and the resolution being put to vote, was declared 
carried by a large majority. 

The Session was adjourned at 10-30 p. m. to 
Wednesday, 31st March. 



Proceedings of the Indian Nadonal Congress 
3Is^ March 1931. 

The proceedings of the last day of the 45th Session 
of the Congress commenced at 6. P. M. in the Motilal 
Panda], Harchandrai Visiiinda5) Nagar, Karachi on 
Tuesday the 31st March under the Presidency of Sardar 
Valiabhai Patel, 

The proceedings commenced with the welcome songs 
as usual. 

The following resolutions moved from the Chair 
were passed unanimously. 

Congratulations to Civil Resisters. 

R.KSOi.irTiON No. 6. “This Congress congratulates all 
those who underwent great sufferings during the late Civil 
Disobedience campaign whether through imprisonment, 
shooting, bayonet or lathi charges, emigration from their 
homes and confiscation of property# The Congress more 
especially congratulates the women of India who rose 
in their thousands, assisted the nation in its struggle 
for freedom and respectfully assures them that no 
constitution will be acceptable to the Congress that 
discriminates against the sex in the matter of franchise.’’ 

Total Prohibition. 

E.KSOI.XJTIOH No. 7. This Congress notes with 
satisfaction the visible progress of the nation towards 


108 


total proliibition during the past 12 months and calls 
upon all Congress organisations to continue the anti- 
drink and drugs campaign with renevated vigour and 
hopes that the women of the country will redouble 
their efforts in weaning the drunkard and drug addict 
from a habit that ruins both body and soul and 
desolates happy homes”. 

Khadar Propaganda; Boycott of Foreign Cloth and 
Village uplift. 

Rbsoi^Wion No. 8. ‘‘Experience gained during the 
past ten years through work in hundreds of villages has 
made it abundantly clear that the deepening poverty of the 
masses is due, amoug other things, to unemployment 
for want of a supplementary industry during leisure 
hours and that only the spinning wheels supply that 
want on a universal scale. It has been further observed 
that the people having given up the wheel and 
consequently Khaddar; they buy foreign cloth or cloth 
made in indigenous mills thus causing a double drain 
from the villages the drain in the shape of loss of fruits 
of labour and price of cloth. This double drain can be 
avoided only by the exclusion of foreign cloth and foreign 
yarn and substitution thereof by Khaddar, the 
indigenous mills supplementing khaddar only so far as 
it may be necessary. This Congress therefore appeals to 
the public to refrain from the purchase of foreign cloth 
and to the dealers in foreign cloth and yarn to give up a 
trade that seriously injures the interests of the millions 
of villagers. 

This congress further calls upon all Congress 
organisations and allied bodies to intensify the foreign 



cloth boycott by increasing khadi. propoganda, 

This congress appeals to the States to 'associate 
themselves with this constructive effort and prevent the 
entry of foreign cloth and foreign 3 'arn , into their 
territories. 

This congress also appeals to the owners of 
indigenous mills to assist the great constructive and 
economic movement by 

1. Giving their moral support to the supplementary 
village industry of hand-spinning by themselves using 
handspun : 

2. By ceasing to manufacture cloth that may in any 
way compete with Khaddar and to that end co-operating 
with the effort of the all India Spinners’ Association. 

3. By keeping down the prices of their manu- 
factures to the lowest possible limit, 

4 By refraining from using foreign yarn, silk or 
artificial silk in their manufacture. 

5. By exchanging the existing stock of the 
foreign piecegoods merchants for Swadeshi cloth and 
thus helping to convert their bitsiness into Swadeshi 
and by re-exporting the former; and, 

6. By raising the status of the mill workers and 
making them feel that they are co-sharers with them 
as well in prosperity as in adversity. This Congress 
suggests to the great foreign houses that they will help 
international brotherhood and revolutionise commercial 



ethics if they will take the first step by recognising 
and the necessity of the economic boycott by India of 
foreign cloth and themselves denying themselves a 
foreign trade that had admittedly hurt the economic 
wellbeing of India’s masses and diverting their attention 
to enterprises more in keeping with the wants of the 
nations other than their own.’* 

Miserable Plight of lodiaos in South Africa. 

RnsoifOTiON No. 9. “This Congress views with alarm 
the trend of events in South Africa omit East Africa 
regarding the position of Indian settlers in those 
countries. The contemplated legislation in South Africa 
is in contravention of promises and in some respects 
constitutes an attack even on legal rights. This 
Congress appeals to the Governments concerned to mete 
out to the Indian Settlers the same measure of justice 
that they would claim for their nationals in a free 
India. This Congress tenders its thanks to 
Deenabhandhu Andre 5VS and Pandit Hridayanath Kunzru 
for their selfless labours on behalf of the settlers 
overseas.” 

N. W. F. Province. 

Re: 30 I.ution No. 10. “in as much as propaganda is 
said to be going on in the Frontier provinces that the 
Congress does not mean well by them and it is desir- 
able. that the Congress should take steps to dispel 
this suspicion, this Congress hereby places on record 
its opinion that in any constitutional scheme the 
N. W, F. Provinces shall have the same form of 
Government as the other Provinces in India.” 



Peaceful Picketing. 


ISTo. 12, ‘,‘Tiiis Congress notes with Grati- 
ficatioK the great Success that has so 'far attended the 
bos'cott of foreign cloth and of the sales of intoxicat- 
ing drugs and drink and calls upon the Congress 
organisations not to relax their efforts in the matter 
of peaceful picketing provided that the picketing shall 
he in strict accord with the terms of the settlement 
between the Government and Congress in this behalf.” 

Communal Riots in U. P, 

RKSonuTiON No, 14. “This Congress regards the 
communal riots of Benares, Mirzapur, Agra, Cawnpore 
and other places as highly injurious to the movement 
for India’s freedom and strongly condemns those who 
are responsible for causing or provoking such riots or 
disseminating false rumours which promote such riots 
and considers their peace-destroying activities deserving 
of the strongest censure. This Congress also deeply 
deplores the murders of citizens especially of women, 
and children and sincerely sympathises with the 
living victims of the savagery and with the families 
of the dead.’^ 

Right of the People of Burma, 

RHvSOWTioisr No. 11 . Burma. Moved Mr, Maung 
Manug Ji of Burma. “ This Congress recognises the 
people of Burma to claim Separation from India and to 
establish an independent Burman state or to remain an 
autonomous partner in a free India with a right of 
Separation at any time they may desire to exercise it. 
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come over a man who has beeti eiitnisted with the tastr 
of a great political mission that can only be fulfilled 
by niutnal understanding and co-operation* But I 
have no doubt in my mind that the heart of India is 
sound and sincere and that whatever little r differences 
there may be amongst the various schools of Political 
thought, we are, in reality, inspired by only one domi- 
nant desire to obtain increasing opportunities for our 
people to grow to the full height of their stature in 
the sphere of politics, of industry and of religion. lam, 
on this occasion reminded of the warm welcome the 
Madras Congress gave to my Resolution that sought 
to promote Indo-Burmese Entente in all possible ways 
and I was indeed gratified to find that my humble 
efforts were rewarded by the visits of Gandhiji and 
other leaders whose personal contact with my country* 
men made the friendship of the two Nations all the 
more united for mutual advantages. I feel certain that 
India is in full sympathy with the aspirations of my 
people and that she will even make sacrifices to see a 
people, akin to her in religion and culture, enjoy the 
full benefit of self-rule* I will therefore move with 
your permission this resolution that may offer an avenue 
for the greater happiness and contentment of India 
and Burma. 

I have moved a resolution which is probably 
of the utmost importance at this particular juncture 
when the question of political severance of 
Burma from India is engaging the attention of those 
who are responsible for the political advancement of 
India from Burma. I submit in ap seriousness that this 
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rnomentom question should be fully considered from 
every point of view before allowing ourselves to be 
swayed and dominated by pre-meditated conclusions. I 
say this question of separation should be considered 
again because the growing National spirit in Burma 
does not aspire to be content with third — rate Political Free- 
dom which will offer not even the semblance of Home 
rule. The most important Political Parties in Burma 
are against separation, and I can safely say that 
of the people of Burma are in no sympathy with the 
movement that agitates for separation, Who is the man 
that says that Burma Legislative Council represents the 
people of Burma? Is that logic, when we know that 
only 3.3% of the population is enfranchised and that this 
therefore cuts out the entire peasant and working class 
population from the legitimate expressions of their 
desires and aspirations? I say that only 18% of the 
total limited electorate voted at the last general election 
and I can therefor say with truth that less than 0. 75% 
of the Burmese population actu-illy voted oa that 
occasion. Even within the Legislative Council hardly 
any responsible member wants separation sam Phrase, 
They all want a guarantee of Dominion Status first 
Neither they nor the people of Burma had an oppor- 
tunity of considering the place of Burma in the Indian 
Federation. The majority of the population of Burma 
does not sympathise with that resolution hurriedly passed 
by the Burma Legislative Council some time ago with 
a view to seeking the political severance of Burma from 
India. The four Burmese delegates who attended the 
London Round Table Conference were selected by 
Government of Burma only from that narrow circle in 
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the Burma I^egislative Council cousi^tiiig of those who 
are for separation. I Say that there are parties ; which 
are opposed to separation even iu the Burma Legislative 
Council, but they were ignored when the delegates 
were selected for feat of giving an expression to the 
true aspirations of the people of Burma at the London 
Round Table Conference, as Tharawady U Pci, M.L.C. 
President, Home-rule party, in bis telegram to His 
Excellency the Viceroy says “unfortunately however all 
your Butina delegates were invited by Government from 
only that section of non-official opinion in the Local 
Legislative Council that had expressed themselves 
in favour of separation while the anti-separation in the 
Council and the non-co-operating political organisations 
outside the Council representing 99% of the masses of 
the population of Burma who are opposed to separa- 
tion were totatlly excluded from the London Conference. 
British Government’s acceptance of the principle of 
Separation is in contravention of the Prime Minister's 
promise to the full committee of the conference that 
announcement accepting the principle of separation of 
Burma would not be made without discussion and deci- 
sion by the conference upon this issue at its plenary 
session.*' Look for a moment at the properly organised 
political bodies outside the Burma Legislative CounciL The 
three genera! councils of Burmese Associations which 
are the back- bones of independent and national public 
opinion in Burma ate in no sympathy with the movement 
for separation, U, Chit Hlaing, President of one of 
them, insists upon Burma being represented at the next 
conference in India particularly because an opportunity 
has no'V: arisen to 'rectify the. .earlier inequitable and' ; one- 
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sided representation of the microscopic minority of 
separationists. 

Not only is secular public opinion opposed to sepa- 
ration but our revered sangbas are also totally oppos- 
ed to separation from India, so much so that they 
have sent a deputation of our phoongies led by the 
Revd. U. Ottania to request your help to keep Burma 
united with India. Indeed, practically the whole of 
Burma is opposed to separation and desires that Burma 
should be an. autonomous and component part of the 
future federal commonwealth of India. 

This proposal of federation of the United States 
and the Provinces of India has tremendously altered 
the relative values of political institutions in the country. 
Under federation, all the conponent and autonomous 
provinces, including Burma, will have a separate entity 
of a type so superior to the old idea of provincial auto- 
nomy under the Central Government as is bound to 
provide for such independence of each other and of even 
the Federal Government, as is necessary to give separate 
political existence to the provinces. Not only that, but 
Federation provides for participation in that wide union 
which provides for common action in fields which if 
Burma is separatei will for ever be lost to my country. 
Under the proposed scheme of Federation, the people 
of Burma, through ministers chosen in consultation 
with the political representatives of the people will 
be in charge of aU departments of Government not 
merely administrative, but of tho^e well-known natiou- 
buildiiig departments upon which the future 



progress of the province depends. Self-realisation in its 
compietest form will be possible, as instritmeiits of the ne- 
cessary I^egislative Assembly will be available to the people 
of Biinna free from the official control which has stood in 
the way of unhampered progress. But federation will 
provide for Burma that which separation can never give., 
viz., participation through the Federal commonwealth into 
all those Imperial and International problems with which 
not merely the future of Burma or of India but of the 
world in general, is intimately associated. One cannot 
forget that the commonwealth of India will have an 
Imperial and International status derived from the fact 
that India is an original member of the League of Nations* 
That privilege I fear, will not be bestowed in Burma out- 
side the commonwealth. It is only as an autonomous and 
component part of the Indian Federation that she can 
enjoy it and the immense benefits which flow from the 
League of Nations and the allied organisations of the 
International Labour Conference. 

The question of separation has never been referred to 
the people of Burma and we cannot therefore say that 
separation is the common wish of the people merely 
because a fraction of the 14 millions of people are for it* 

We are told that the principle of separation has been 
accepted by the London Round Table Conference, That 
is wholly incorrect. The Conference was not even pro- 
vided with an opportunity of discussing the report of the 
Burma Government committee — an opportunity that was 
promised by the Prime Minister »himself. Yet a few 
days after the close of the conference, the Prime 
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Minister annoitaced the acceptance by British 
Government of the principle of separation of 

Burma from India, Sir, this acceptance is 

the highest point of effrontery with which the Govern- 
ment has regarded the separation problem. Without 
consulting and in utter contempt of public opinion, the 
Government of Burma recommended, separation, the 
Government of India in total ignorance and indifference 
of Burmese political opinion, endorsed the recommenda- 
tion and the Prime Minister, though he had promissed the 
Pound Table Conference an opportunity of discussing 
this problem, has since accepted the principle of separa- 
tion of Burma from India/ But how can that be when 
there is a great wave of public indignation against 
separation ? I have no doubt the Government of Burma 
has recommended Separation against the wishes of people 
of Burma to throw their nation’s lot along with the 
political destiny of India. I say that the principle of 
Separation cannot therefore be accepted when 99 p» c. 
of the people are opposed to severance of Burma from 
India politically. We must reconsider the question at 
the next Round Table Conference along with the views 
of all the Political schools which had been barred from 
entering the last Round Table Conference by the Govern- 
ment of Burma, We cannot afford to consider this serious 
question lightly, for who knows what disaster may be- 
fall India and Burma by rushing into separation without 
proper consideration of its consequences. I make bold to 
say that immediate separation will be a great calamity to. 
India as well as to Burma and if this last effort is allowed 
to slip before the Principle of Separation is an accepted fact 
we may not once again get another opportunity to link up 



the two great countries as autonoinotis and component 
parts of the future federal commonwealth of India, This 

immense responsibility rests with the Congress, for we find 
within its fold men who have the power to avert 
this coming calamity and should they neglect to do their 
duty towards Burma for want of facts, then I say 
that I have already placed the facts which prove 
that the agitation for the separation of Burma is 

only the work of a handful of men. There is no poli- 
tical party in India or Burma that will ever oppose 
separation if the severance of the old type will 
bring Dominion Status to Burma, but we know not 
into what form of Government, Burma will be 
driven after separation. We can hardly be credited 
with wisdom and foresight if we insist as some 
seem to be doing, on taking a plunge into the dark 
unknown with the faint hope of finding a remedy 

for the solution of our ills. Separation without 

Dominon Status will be a mockery and I would 
certainly consider that as an unworthy exchange 

which gives Burma no reward for the risks she 
incurs as an isolated Burma exposed to the eploi- 
tations of the dominant races. I say let Parliament 
promise to confer Dominion Home-rule on Burma 
after separation and this Congress, I for one, believe, 
will not oppose but rather rejoice in the contentment 
of my people and indeed Gandhiji will be the first 
man to offer congratulations to Burma. But Parlia- 
ment will make no promise what-so-ever and can we 
not therefore gather what is the psychology of this 
hesitation? I make bold to say that many of the 
political parties in Burma have realised the 
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diplomacy of Parliament behind this agitation 
and now most of theVerions — minded people In Burma 
are favourably impressed with this scheme of federal 
commonwealth of India. I know that Burma left to 
herself will willingly enter the Federation of India 
as an autonomous and component part Should I 
not therefore expect that the Congress will make all 
efforts to strengthen the tie of friendship between 
those two ancient countries by including Burma 
within the federal common wealth of India? I even 
venture to suggest that the congress should be so 
liberal as to include representatives of Burma in its 
selection for the delegates to the next Bound Table 
Conference. I do not think I am asking too much of 
the Congress. On the other hand I consider that the 
inclusion of Burma in its list of delegates is a dutj' 
imposed on the congress by the fact that the masses 
of the people are behind this great National Political 
Organization and disenfranchised population of Burma 
are in sympathy with the aspiration of the Congress, for 
both India and Burma are one in the demand for 
freedom of the masses whose salvation lies in the 
attainment of economic independence. I feel confident 
that this congress will sympathetically respond to the 
appeal j I have made on behalf of the masses of my 
country for we have as our leaders men whose whole 
ambition is to give comfort to the poor and the home- 
less. The time has now come when we can no longer 
afford to be content with the lights of our broken 
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lamps. I^et its be united in the freedom and march 
forward to the glory of a greater freedom that will be 
borne of he vSacrihces of all the provinces that will 
form the federation of India. The salvation of our 
country is in onr hands and it is you and I who 
will have to bear the responsibility of building the new 
temple of of freedom that will add to the glory of 
our status in the comity of nations. 

We, the ISTationalist Bnrmans, have worked with the 
Congress in our common struggle for full responsible 
Government or Puma Swaraj. We, Bnrmans, have 
stood by you in the boycott of the Councils. We 
Bnrmans have stood by you in the boycott of the 
Simon Commission. Tike you we were also not 
represented at the Round Table Conference. Sir, the 
real wishes of the Burmese people did not therefore 
find any expression in its deliberations in Tondon. 
Separation is forced upon us and that too without 
Dominion Status. Now that the truce has been signed 
and the Congress is going to be represented at the next 
Round Table Conference. Sir, may I, on behalf of the 
Burmese people and the General Councils of all the 
three great political organisations in that country make 
a fervent and personal appeal to Mahatma Gandhi to 
use his great persoad influjnce in securing:, effective 



representation of true National opinion of Rarma at 
the Second Roui*d Table Conference -Burma, which 
has up to now loyally co-operated with the Congress, and 
may I be permitted to add. Sir, that not only will the 
securing of such a representation be a bare act of 
justice for which my people will be deeply grateful to 
Mahatmaji but will also give them au opportunity to 
represent the true wishes, views and opinions of my 
countrymen at the next session of the Round Table 
Conference on this grave question of separation which 
will vitally affect the future of my country. 
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Mr. U. Ah Lau Ka’s Speech. 


The Resolution was supported by Mr. U Ah I^au 
Ka who Slid in Burmese “ I am glad to have a 
chance of meeting you this night and to support 
the Resolution that aims to keep Burma and India 
together. I am the President of the Sangha 
Association (Priest Association) and my Association 
and other national political organisation will not 
bring us home*rule. We desired to throw our 

lot with the lot of India and we are confident 

that the union of these two great countries will 

bring greater happiness and contentment to the 
names of the people. I therefore support the 

Resolution that has been moved by Mr. Maung 

Mating Ji and seconded by Pandit Jawaher I^al Nehru, 

The resolution was passed unanimously, 

India’s Sympathy with neighbouring countries 

R]^SOi,uTioisr Mo. 13: — This Congress declares that 

the people of India have no quarrel with the 

countries and peoples bordering on India and 
desires to establish and maintain friendly relations 
with them. The Congress disapproves of the 

so-called ^forward* policy of the British Government 
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ill India in the North-West Frontier and of all 
imperialist attempts to destor^^ the freedom of the 
people of the frontier. The Congress is strongly of 
opinion that the Military and financial resources of 
India should not be employed in the furtherance of this 
policy, and the military occupation of the tribesmen’s 
territory should be terminated”. 

The above Resolution was moved by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru in Hindi. 
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H 3ir<T ^ f^^!T5r w btIt w 5 ^ 1*1 ^r^rf 
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\ f% ST^^mBr^^cTR TTf ^r^JTT I % 1*T% «KT 
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Buffer state % % ^T 
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35%!^ reqiq fqqr % fq reqq re reiq g«re ^ 
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Rusoi,u^ion ISlo. 15. The Swarajya Resolution. ■ 

**This Congress is of opinion that in order to end the 
exploitation of the masses, political freedom must include 
real economic freedom of the starving millions. In order 
therefore, that the masses may appreciate what Swaraj as 
conceived by the Congress will mean to them, it is desirable 
to state the position of the Congress in a manner easily 
understood by them. The Congress therefore declares 
that any constitution that may be agreed to on its behalf, 
should include the following items, or should give the 
ability to the Swaraj Government to provide for them. 

1. Fundamental rights of the people such as 

i. Freedom of association and combination. 

iu Freedom of speech and press, 

ill. Freedom of conscience and the free profes- 
sion and practice of religion, subject to 
public order and morality. 

iv. No disability to attach to any person of 
religion, caste or creed in regard to public 
employment, office of power or honour and 
the excercise of any trade or calling : 

V. Equal rights and obligations of all citizens. 
No civic bar on account of sex. ■ ■ 

. ' YU ^ Equal rights to all citizens of access to and 
use of public rasds, public.' wells and at! „ 
other places of public .resort,' 
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vii' Right to keep and bear arms in accordance 
with regulations made in that behalf and 
such reservations as may be required for 
public safety. 

2. Reiigioiis neutrality on part of the state. 

3. A living wage for iiidiistriai workers, limited 
hours of labour^ healthy conditions of work, protection 
against the economic consequences of old age, sickness 
and nnemploymenti 

4. Labour to be freed from serfdom or conditions 
bordering on serfdom, 

5. Protection of women workers, and specially 
adequate provisions for leave during maternity period. 

6. Prohibition against employment of children of 
school-going age in factories, 

7. Right of labour to form unions to protect their 
interests with suitable machinery for settlement 
of disputes by arbitration^ 

8. Substantial reduction of land revenue and rent 
and in case of uneconomm holdings exemption 
from rent for such period as may be necessary. 

9. Imposition of a progressive income-tax on agricul- 
tural income above a fixed income. 

10* A graduate inheritance tax, 

11* Adult suffrage. 
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12, Free Primary education. 

13. Militar)’ expenditure to be reduced by at least 
one-half of the present scale. 

14. Expenditure and salaries in civil departments to 
be largely reduced. No servant of the state, other 
than specially employed experts and the like to 

^ I be paid above a certain nxed figure which should 
I not ordinarily exceed Rs 500/- per month. 

15, Protection of indigenous cloth by exclusion of 
foreign cloth and foreign yarn from the country. 

!6. Total prohibition of intoxicating drinks and 
drugs. 

17. No duty on salt, 

18. State regulation of the exchange ratio so as to 
help to Indian industries and bring relief to the 
masses. 

19. Control by the state or key industries and 
mineral resources. 

20. Control of usury — direct or indirect 

It will be open to the All India Congress [Committee 
to revise, amend or add to the foregoing so 
far as such revision, amendment or addition is 
not inconsistent with the policy and principles 
thereof. 
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Mahalma Gandhi’s Speech on Fnndameatal Rights. 

{Translation of Hindi Speech,) 

TOE TWENTY POINTS 

In moving the resolution on fitiidamenta! rights in 
the open Congress, Gandhijis speaking in Hindi, said: 

“This resolution is meant for those who are no legis- 
lators, who are not interested in intricate questions of 
constitution, who will not take an active part in the 
administration of the country. It is meant to indicate to 
the poor inarticulate Indian the broad features of Swaraj 
or Ramaraj, Before my march to Dandi I had included 
some of these features in my eleven points. Those have 
been made more comprehensive. They are now presented 
to you in a separate resolution. They were advisedly 
omitted from the main resolution because that would 
have made that mandate for the delegation burdensome. 
But by passing this resohitioii we make it clear to the 
world and to our own people that we propose to do as 
soon as we come into power. I^et Government also take 
note of it. Tet those who may have to deal with us at 
the Round Table Conference also take note of the fact 
that the Vicery, under Swaraj, should, not get more than 
Rs. 500 per", month. The, .position has been made as 
clear as possible, in, order that we may not be accused of 
having sprung sudden surprises on those who have to 
deal with us. They are also meant to forewarn all 
concerned. Tet them prepare themselves for the coming 

legislation by modelling their lives in the light of the 
coming changes. • 

“I shall take .. -a lew;' ■ instances. , Giause,, IV' of the 




Mahatma Gaiidhi, addres.dng the, delegates of the Itidian .National 
Congress. throngii a microphone to accept the terms of the truce .ar- 
rived at. between him a.tid I^ord Irwiiij. the Viceroy® In spite of some 
opposition. .lie. ultimately succeeded and the tnice was ratifiecL 
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fuaclamental protects the culture, language aud 

scripts of the miuority. Now though I am sure that 
Islamic and Aryan cultures are not mutually exclusive 
and fundamentally different. I must recognise that 
Mussalmans look upon Islamic culture as distinctive 
from Aryan, I^et us therefore cultivate tolerance, I^et 
us try to learn the Urdu language and Urdu script and 
understand the Mussalmans’ insistence on it. 

Then there is abolition of all disabilities attaching to 
women, in regard to public employment, office of power 
or honour etc. The moment this is done; many of the 
disabilities to which the women are subjected, will cease* 
So far as the Congress is concerned, we have admitted no 
such disability. We have had Dr. Eesant and Shrimati 
Sarojant Devi as our Presidents and in the future free 
state it will be open to us to have women presidents. 

Religious neutrality is another important provision. 
Swaraj will favour Hinduism no more than Islam, not 
Islam more than Hinduism. But in order that we may 
have a state based on religious neutrality, let us from 
now adopt the principle in our daily ^affairs. Uet not a 
Hindu merchant hesitate to have deserving Muslims as 
his employees, and let every Congressman make religious 
neutrality his creed in every walk of life. 

/ Item number five deserves the immediate attention 
of all mill and factory owners who should anticipate 
human legislation foreshadowed in the clause. 

The last item relates to the control of usiiary; Islam 
strictly prohibits the charging of interest but there is 
no reason , why usury should not - be regarded as criminal 
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m a Hindu. The Pathaiis have forgotten the Islamic 
mjuctiou, have followed oitr bad example and are known 
to charge from 200 to 300 per cent, interest* I wish 
I could persuade Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan to go to our 
parts to wean his co-religionists from usuary, Let also 
our bankers and money-lenders betimes mike drastic 
reductions in their rates of interest, lest drastic legislation 
should find them “unprepared* The peasants are being 
crushed to extinction, so let the money lenders adopt 
8 per cent, as the maximum rate to afford the same relief. 

*‘Let the zamindars and the. Maharajas be assured that 
the Congress does not seek to destroy them, but is deter- 
mined to destroy all wrong and injustice. Let them make 
an earnest endeavour to understand the grievances of 
their tenants and introduce adequate measures of 
relief before legislation overtakes them. It is open 
to them to join the Congress as Raja Saheb of 

Kalakankar and Chowdhary Raghuvir Narayan Sinha 
have done. 

‘%et it be understood that this resolution by no 
means has any finality. It is open to the A, I, C. C. 
to revise, amend or add to the twenty points and so 
let no one oppose the resolution for mere difference 
on matters of details. Those however, who are opposed 
to the pelicy and principle must reject it, but they 
must bear in mind that the poor man’s Swaraj is 
Soon coming and let them not be found unprepared 
when it actually comes’*. 

Mr, Sen Gupta’s Support 

Mr. Sen Gupta seconding the Swaraj Resohition 
said;— 
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“i^rieiids, I have great pleasure in seconding the 
resolution moved by Mahatma Gandhi. If what we 
have said in the last ten years and sincerely said in that 
we expect in future from the Indian masses to be realised, 
this resolution must be carried unanimously by the 
Congress in this session. It is all very well to say, as 
it has been said for the last ten years, that the 
Congress stands for the masses. Now the test has 
come and the Congress has got to pass the test. 
You know that a large number of us believe that 
the negotiations with the present British Government 
might end in failure and the expectation is that the 
masses of India would come to the rescue of the 
Indian National Congress in its fight for Sawaraf. 
With what face, then, would you expect the Indian 
masses to join your movement if you do not act for 
them if in the swaraj that you are trying to get, the 
interests of the Indian masses of the poor people of 
the Villages, of the 90 % of the population are not 
looked after? 

My friends, I was surprised when I was told by 
some of my friends from this rostrum that we the 
Congress, do not stand for the masses. My friends, 
there never was a more libellous and more 
false these charges levelled against the congress. 
Could there be a better friend of the masses than 
Mahatma Gandhi ? Could there be a better friend 
of the poor peasants and labourers than Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru? Could there be a better friend ' of 
the peasants, the ' peasants of Gujrat, than the President 
himself, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel? My friends, believe': ine 
that when: the Indian National Congress says that we 



want Swaraj for India, it means Swaraj for the masses. 

It has been said in tne Subject Committee— and I 
hope it will not be repeated in the open session that this 
resolution has been drafted hurriedly, has been put through 
the Subjects Committee hurriedly and that an attempt 
is being made in the open session to put it through hur- 
riedly* I know how this resolution has come before you, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has been thinking about this 
resolution not only during every day while he has 
been in Karachi, but this resolution is part and 
parcel of his political life. He consnlted some of his 
Mends, some of them from Bengal, about two days 
ago. He consulted them, then he consulted 
Mahatma Gandhi and this resolution is the production 
of the joint efforts of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru before it was brought before the 
Working Committee. The Working Committee sat for 
an hour to discuss it and after that it was 

presented before the Subjects Committee. And before 

it might be said that it was passed hurriedly, there 
was the last sentence added which was to give 

power to the Working Committee, to revise, amend 
or add to tUe other clauses of this resolution. This 
amendment or addition is not inconsistent with the 
policy and principles thereof. 

My friends, it has been said that this resolution, 
if carried in the Congress, would create a division in 
our ranks. I ask you a simple question, Is this 

programme right or wrong? If it is right, then do not 
think of annoyance being caused to some people, however 
influential, who, after all, are but a small fraction of 
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the total population of India, Let us not open to a 
charge of deception. Let us give the rich men, the 
capitalists, Indian or British, notice of what we mean 
by Swaraj, If they are going to be annoyed, let them 
be annoyed now rather than after the constitution is 
already formed. I know that the rich people of 
this country have helped the Indian National movement 
in the past. We are thankful to them, for they have helped 
us all even against their own interest. Therefore, when I 
am told that this resoluton is brought for ward against their 
interests, my answer is that you are judging them wrong- 
ly. You remember that when we carried on the National 
Movement in 1922, the Mill-owners, the rich people, The 
Zamindars came along and helped us and opened their 
purse strings. -Not only that. During this very movement 
which we carried on last year, how did the rich people 
behave ? Even the foreign cloth dealers gave money for 
carrying on the national campaign If it is the right thing 
that yon have placed before yourselves, you may be certain 
that both the rich and the poor will help you. I submit 
that it is an unfair change that the Indian merchauts, the 
Indian -Zamindars, the Indian Mill owners would not come 
to our rescue because be have framed the programme of 
swaraj to benefit the 90% of the population of India, 

My friends, it has been said that this resolution 
has been hurriedly drawn- up and that an attempt is 
being made to carry it in. hurried maiiiier, I shall 
read to you the . items. There ' are 'altogether 20 items, 
but if you include 8 of -the ■' fundamental rights, the 
number .would be about 28 ■ and I shall show you that 
every one,' of. the items -in. this resolution is ait item 



to which we cannot take objection and almost every 
one of which has been accepted by the 
Congress before. Take *the fundamental rights. They 
are old as the Congress. They have been included in 
the Nehru report. Except for a word here and for a 
word thercs most of the items are included iu the 
Nehru Report. Item 11. is one of the 11 points of 
Mahatma Gandhi to have the power to reduce the 
cost of administration by half. So also Item 15. 
In regard to item about ratio, we have taken 
away the word ‘Vatio’k We say that the Government 
should have the power to control currency policy but not 
ratio, in the interests of the masses. There are just 5 
items in 20 which are new. All the other ones were 
accepted by the Congress long ago. 

Friends, two delegates have sent me a paper asking 
me to make certain amendments in the resolution. I shall 
take their suggestions back to the President and consult 
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawahatlal and ask them 
whether it will be possible for them to accept these amend- 
ments. An announcement will be made shortly whether 
the amendments are acceptable. 

Now, it has been said that swaraj has been defined in 
four different w^ays already, and this is the fifth definition 
of swaraj. That is a clever way of putting the thing 
against us. And there is absolutely no difference between 
what Mahatmaji said at Eahore and what he said in his 
letter to the Vicv^roy from the Yerravada Jail, and what we 
are saying to-day in the re.solution. When we talk of 
Swaraj, we mean swaraj for the poor people. And, after 
all, when he said in his lettet to the Viceroy from the 


Yerravada Jail that wanted power in the constitution to 
halve the cost the administration of India. What did that 
mean? It meant relief to the poor people. It means relief 
to the majority of the people of India who are not getting 
enough food to eat, who are actnilly starving. In one of 
his famous II points Mahatmaji says that we should have 
the power to halve the military expenditure. Then again 
we ask for power to reduce onr land revenue by half, to take 
away the ban on the manufacture of salt in India and so on. 
We want Swaraj for the masses and exactly that very 
idea has been incorporated in this resolution. 

Friends, an objection has been raised by some 
who ask, how are we going to have all these things 
incorporated in the constittition. They forget that we 
do not want every one of the items to be incorporated 
in the constitution. Generally fundamental rights find 
a place in most constitution and therefore so far as those 
which can find a place in the constitionare concerned, they 
will be provided for in the constitution itself. But as far 
as other items in this programme are concerned, we 
want in the constitution the power to be given to the 
people of the land to carry on, to work according' to 
the programme laid down in other items. The last 
sentences of the first paragraph makes it perfectly clear 
that the congress declares that any constitution which 
may be agreed to, should give us the power to carry 
our prograinme. The fundamental rights are to be 
incorporated in the constitution itself. If we have the 
power in the constitution to carry out what we 
have chalked out in the programme, believe me, that 
it will be Swaraj, it will be complete independence for 
the masses to whom we look, on whom we rely, to 
give battle again if the negotiations fail, 



Prakasam’s' opposition to the Resolution. 

Mr. T. Prakasam in opposing the Swaraj Resolntion 

said, 

Brother and Sister delegates, 

I have come here to tell you not to support the 
Resolution moved by Mahatma Gandhi at this juncture. 
It is not an opportune moment for moving a resolution 
of that nature. It was only yesterday that the whole 
house representing 35 crores of the people of India gave 
absolution power of plenipotentiary to Mahatma Gandhi 
empowering him- to choose his own associates to the 
Congress Delegation to lyondon and to press on behalf 
of India for Puma Swaraj. At such a time it is not 
proper that a long list should be given of what the 
Swaraj Goveriinient is going "to do. That can come 
when Swaraj is established. It is w^elI“known that 
Mahatma Gandi led the Civil Disobedience Movement 
last March for about a year in order to obtain a 
Swarajya which will be for the benefit of the masses of 
Indians, doing justice between man and man in this 
Country. 

Under the circumstances you all know that nobody 
distrusts Mahatma Gandhi. Nobody believes that 
Mahatma Gandhi is going to favour those who are rich 
and leave the masses to themselves when he is getting 
Swaraj, It is unnecessary that the Congress or the 
Working Committee should think that there might be a 
misapprehension in the minds of the people on accoirnt 
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of the cries raised by some. That is why I submit that 
you should consider seriously whether this resolution 
should be placed before you at all and your very good 
time taken up over it. This long list that so many 
things should be done, is inopportune, It is the people 
of India with their representatives in the Parliament 
that would secure freedom of the country. 

What is the use of thinking about what all 

will be done in the Swaraj constitution even before the 

delegation is on its way to Bngland to meet the repre- 

sentatives of Great Britain. I submit that this is not the 
way in which this question should be dealt with. I am 
suggesting that when people send their representatives 
to the Round Table Conference the delegates will go far 
far bej^ond what is contained in the Resolution. It was 
not long ago that there was a commission appointed 
by the Government of India to go into agricultitral 
matters. There was a big report issued by the Agricultural 
commission in which they had recommended Income-tax 
on Agricultural income. Now, the:e are certain modifi- 
cations suggested in the Resolution over this question 
which go coitnLer to the recommendations made by the 
Agricultural commission. There are other suggestions 
also, which I submit, it is not opportune to discuss at 
this moment. Ail of us know that Mahatma Gandhi is 
the only one person who can be trusted to see that 
justice is, done, between man -anl man,' without regard to 
the, position „of the persons concernad. I say that there 
is absolutely no need for the Congress to pass thm 
resolution. I am afraid by doing so there would be room 
for wrong interpretation. I submit . therefore that thiS' 
proposition ^should" not be allowed- to pass' in this session. 
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With regard to the labour question, nobod5^ can deny 
that justice should be done to labour. There are other 
points upon which there will be considerable and there 
would be the desire of all of you-that Mahatma Gandhi 
and his Delegation should receive the co-operation of all 
of us and secure what could not have been got by those 
who had gone to England hefof'e. It is not by mere logic 
that Mahatma Gandhi is going to get Swaraj. I 
therefore submit to this house that this resolution 
should not be passed. 

Mr. Pillai’s Support, 

Mr. A, M. Pillai (Tuticoriu) in support of the Resolu- 
tion said, 

Mr, President and friends, 

I am sorry lam not able to speak in any other 
language than English. I am a Tamilian and I come from 
the Southern — most part of India. You must bear with 
me if I am not able to address you in Hindi or in any 
other language. I am here before you to speak as the 
Catholic Indian. I thank the President for the kindness 
with which he has permitted me and for having given 
me an opportunity of addressing you to-day. The one 
reason that has prompted me to approach the President 
to allow me to address you to-day is that l am a Catholic 
Indian. I find that the Indian Catholics are not coming 
forward to take part in the movement which is trying to 
achieve the freedom of India. The reason for their not 
coming forward is their diffidence to know what it would 
be if India attained Swaraj. Now I am indeed glad to 
find that Mahatma Gandhi has explained what Swaraj 
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will be to our niiiltoas in India. After this explanation 
there should be no room for doubt in the minds of any 
Christiam I am proud to say that no country in the 
world is more of Christian than India. If it can be 
said rightly, India is the only country that 
can be called Christian in the true sense 
of the word. Ever since Christ came into the world 
it is India which has been practicing his teachings 
and it becomes the duty of every Christian to say "I 
shall work for the freedom of this country, I shall do 
whatever is possible for the freedom of my country.’’ 
I am proud indeed to say this. I ask my brothers 
and sisters not to shirk their duty, Eet every Chris- 
tian come forward to work with all his might for the 
freedom of our motherland. 

One word more and I have done. The Chris- 
tians need not any more be afraid when we have 
got a leader in Mahatma Gandhi who has been do- 
ing all this primarily according to the Sermon on the 
Mount. It is the bounden duty of every Christian 
therefore to vote, sincerely for this resolution to win 
freedom for our dear motherland. 

Pundit Sharma spoke in Hindi in support of 
the resolution. 

Resolution was put to vote and carried by a large 
majority. 

Vole of Thanks 

^ Chairman of the Reception Com- 

mittee then mounted the Rostrum and spoke in Hin- 
di thanking all those who hal worked for the Cong- 

rest-:., action. ; , 
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Devi Sarojini Naidu proposing a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman of the Reception Committee and 
others said, **A general complaint has been made that 
women are not taking snfficient part in the Congress 
proceedings. When the air is full ot the spirit of 
non-discrimination, I do not see why. it is necessary 
that a woman must speak. However, I wish to place 
before you most gratefully a resolution which I 
hope you will all accept with great acclamation. 
It is the resolution of giving expression to our thanks 
to the members of the Reception committee beginning 
with the wonderful invalid Dr. Choithram who, as you 
know, has suffered agony in flesh and mind but is most 
triumphant in spirit To him and to all his co-workers 
and to all the volunteers, men and women, without 
discrimination and to all those who have laboured 
so lovingly and strenuously to make this Congress session 
a triumphant one in the name of the dedication of service 
to the country, I oflFer our enthusiastic gratitude. Our 
sincere thanks are also due to the pleni-potentiar3r of 
all the Congress arrangements and uncrowned King of 
Karachi, Jamshed Mehta. I do not want to detain you 
for more than a minute. 

We have met under the shadow of a great calamity. 
We have met with sorrow in our hearts. We met with 
tears still wet in our eyes, under the shadow of that 
tragedy to which you have referred to often in the past 
session. We close with a note of tragedy, because while 
we are discussing the future, two more young men, 
Gupta and Biswas are to be led to the gallows and to them 
also we offer our recognition of their great patriotism. 
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One more heroic death, we have to recall -in the 
person of Ganesh Shanker Vidyarthi, a death that casts 
a halo on the pride and glory of the Indian Nation. It is 
a martyrdom so gladly undertake o by Ganesh Shanker 
Vidyarthi, who did not knowhow to discriminate between 
Hindus and Muslims, between creed and creed, culture and 
culture, man and man. The Hindu Muslim Unity will, I 
hope, be cemented by the blood of this great martyr. 

I do not want to emphasise unduly the importance 
of this congress session. Ido not want to underline 
unnecessarily all the qualities^of the decisions you have 
reached. You have made not history but the guarantee 
of history. I do not know what may be the outcome 
in the immediate future of the resolntion referred to for 
sending the delegation to confer on equal terms with the 
British people. I do not know whether the response 
of Great Britain will be adequate to the demands of the 
Indian Nation. But this much I can say that you have 
chosen a leader, the like of whose personal power has 
not been surpassed and rarely equalled 'in the history 
of the World, No teacher or prophet in his own life- 
time, be it Buddha or Christ, has had so much personal 
power and prestige as Mahatma Gandhi has acquired in 
his. In our struggle for ^freedom we have the inspira- 
tion of a personality with the name and fame of Mahat- 
ma Gandhi, He is your leader. Gandhi can only be your 
leader. If you have not the will to win freedom a 
thousand Gandhis cannot create freedom in the heart of 
the people, A thousand Gandhis cannot prevent free- 
dom if you are determined to have freedom* Those who 
have known the Indian- Nation during the past year, 
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giving a hard battle to the beatirocracy, will realise that 
we, meeting tinder the starry heaven, under the open 
sky, with the sea not so distant instilling into us the 
lullaby of freedomato our hearts content, which determi- 
nation of freedom for India, we have been 
so much longing for, would win freedom for India and 
with the freedom of India free the world. 

Concluding the ,45th Session of the Indian National 
Congress shortly after midnight, Satdar Vallabhbhai Patel 
said:— 

When I left Delhi for Karachi I had grave misgivings 
about the circumstances under which we were meeting. 
The atmosphere throughout the country was surcharged 
with indignation and grief. The youth had been terribly 
affected, I<et God be thanked that in spite of our feats, 
we have been able to conduct our deliberations success- 
fully. Of all the resolutions, the most important is one 
about the truce. There is nothing to be ashamed of in 
the truce. We ate bound by it. The youth must rea- 
lise that a settlement which has the approval of Pt. 
Jawaharlal cannot be anything about which anybody could 
have any misgiving. The youths have called this truce 
a deception and the lowering of the dag, but you must 
realise what must have been the state of things but for the 
truce. Our warfare is based on truth and love which makes 
it necessary that when the opponent raises the white flag 
we should put the sword into the scabbard but at the 
same time a Satyagrahi should keep his hand on the 
clasp of the sword and keep the weapon well-polished 
and ready* Youngmen should not mind waiting, say, for 
sisK months. Mahatmaji and myself are old. We can 



hardly afford six inonths yet we want to live to see India 
free. 

Somebody complained about the rights being 

trampled under foot. I want to say that I have taken the 
greatest pains for organising the peasants and made them 
undergo the greatest sacrifices for the country . In my 
love for Msans I am a young man though old in years. I 
want the youth to give up these petty squabbles and wait 
and see for six months. The congress cannot be the 
property of an individual however great. It belongs to 
the youth because the country is theirs. I am a metekisan 
and it is your love which has made me the head of nation- 
al India to-day. 

As regards demonstration at the Railway station on 
the day of our arrival though Mahatmajl was not 
affected by it. I felt greatly sorry that was not the way. 
You must follow the path of truth and lay down your 
lives for it. You must ignore the mistakes of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pt. Nehru and Mr. Patel, if what they do, does 
not commend itself to you. 

Alluding to the confirmtion of the death sentence on 
Dinesh Gupta and Biswas, he said that government had 
once committed a great blunder. It should not repeat that 
blunder. If government really want to win the goodwill 
of the people they should give up this policy of vindi- 
ctiveness. I believe the way to bring Government to the 
right course is to strengthen the Congress. We should 
not adopt any wrong line of action. I^et 
Government do so. ' 

Appealing to foreign cloth merchants, the President 
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urged them to follow the Congress resolutiouj Sardar 
Vallabhbhai said: I give you a warning that if you do not 
give up the nefarious trade you will repent because the 
Congress is going to be a thousandfold power 

The second important resolution is of the fundamental 
rights, I believe only in one constitution. Pundit Jawaharlal is 
full of love of service. He will not intentionally propose any- 
thing undesirable for the country. Zamindars can be 
cowed down by anybody. The peasant is starving at 
home and the zamindar is rolling in luxury and im- 
morality. Certainly it could not be wrong if these 
things are made to go again. 

The Frontier province has been the victim of great 
atrocities. From that quarter hails the true soldier 
who can be an example for all Congress and has been 
growing in strength during last ten years under Mahat- 
maji’s leadership. That strength is being recognised 
by the world to-day. Why should we now lose faith in 
his leadership? You work on and none can block ybitr 
way to freedom*” {cheers) 

The proceedings then terminated at midnight on 
the 31st March 1931. 
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